
 

 

Materials: Quantity Each: Total Quantity: 

4x4x10’ 1  

 

# 
 

 

TIPS FOR SUCCESSFUL PREP WORK: 
 

• Before starting, carefully read 
through the entire instruction 
sheet.  

 

• Refer to the material list to the 
left and confirm that you have 
the correct amount of wood for 
this project.  

 

Instructions below are for one Peace Pole. Write the number you want to make in the 
upper left box, then inventory materials by multiplying the “Quantity Each” by this number. 
 

1. There are no cuts required for the Peace Pole. However, you may wish to give the pole a 
beveled top as pictured above by making 4 cuts at the top of the 4 x 4 with a compound miter 
saw. To do this, measure and mark a line on all four sides 3 ½” from the top of the 4x4. Then, 
set the compound miter saw to a 45 degree angle and use the line as your guide to cut the 
beveled edge on all four sides. 

2. Find out where the Peace Pole will be placed on Build Day, and spray paint a mark or place a 
flag on the ground in that location. This will make it easy for the Build Day team to concrete the 
post in its proper location. 

4. Check to see if you will be priming the 4x4x10’ on Prep Day. If so, you can put some scrap 
lumber underneath it and paint 3 of the 4 sides (and don’t forget the top!). Once the paint has 
dried, rotate the 4x4x10’ over to prime the remaining side. Please return all the materials used 
and close the lid to the primer when finished! 

3. If you have extra time on Prep Day, you may wish to dig the hole for the post as well. Use a 
post-hole digger to create a hole that is 24” deep and about 8”-12” around. If you do dig the hole, 
be sure to mark the location clearly and cover it so that no one steps in it! 

 



 

 

Materials: Quantity Each: Total 
Quantity: 

4x4x10’ 1  
80 lb bag of concrete 2  
Pint of exterior paint 4 or more (different colors)  
4” paintbrushes 4-5  

Artist (Thin) Paintbrushes 6-8  

Tools:  

• Level 

• Pencils (2-3) 

• Measuring Tape 

• Paint Can Opener 

 

Today you will build _____  
Peace Pole(s)!  

Above is a picture of what your 
finished project will look like.  

 
Follow the instructions below – 
and most importantly, have fun! 

 

1. Dig the hole for the post if this has not been done ahead of time. Once it’s determined where the 
Peace Pole should go on the site, use a post-hole digger to dig a hole 24” deep. It should be 
about 8”-12” in diameter. Please cover the hole and mark it clearly so that no one falls in! 

2. Using the pencils, draw a line around the 4x4 at 2’ from one end to designate the part of the post 
that will be concreted into the ground. This part should not be painted. 

3. Find the midpoint of the section that will be above ground and mark that off so that you can have 
two different colors and two different messages on each side. 

4. Open up your various paint colors and use the pencil to write directly on the wood what color to 
paint each side, alternating the colors on each side and on the top & bottom of each side. Paint 
the Peace Pole in the colors you have chosen, being sure to let each side dry properly.  

 

6. After the entire post is painted and dry, mix up a wheelbarrow full of concrete. Concrete the 
Peace Pole post 24” into the ground in its hole, using a level on each side to make sure that it is 
plumb and level. Be sure to wipe any splatters of wet concrete off the bottom of the post before it 
dries, and touch up any spots as necessary. 

 
7. Clean up your work area and your Peace Pole is complete! Thanks for all your hard work! 

 

5. You will be writing the message, “May Peace Prevail on Earth” in eight different languages on the 
eight different sections of the Peace Pole. Decide which languages you would like to see 
represented on the Peace Pole. A wide selection of options can be found on the following page.  
Draw an outline with the pencil then paint using small artist brushes. 



 

 
 


