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Annual reports are funny things. They’re a precious opportunity to take a moment and celebrate 
the accomplishments of the previous year. But because we write them while we’re in the throes 
of the current year, it can be hard to keep everything straight. That goes double, no, make that 15 
times for this annual report, because it’s coming out in the midst of our 15th birthday celebration 
for KaBOOM!. So, while we’re launching the KaBOOM! book, organizing a national media tour, and 
preparing to build our 2,000th playground, we’re simultaneously looking back at each of the 15 
years that brought us to this place, as individuals and as an organization. It’s been quite a ride, but 
it feels like we’re just getting started. That’s because the KaBOOM! flywheel has begun to spin.

If you’ve followed KaBOOM! through the years, you’ll 
no doubt have heard us quote Jim Collins’ “flywheel” 
theory. Simply put, the “flywheel” theory says that for 
an organization to achieve true greatness, its successes 
must inspire others to support its cause. This support 
then powers the organization towards greater success. 
Greater success inspires even more support and 
commitment and on and on, moving the organization 
further, faster towards its vision, in our case, a great 
place to play within walking distance of every child.

In 2010, we really started seeing the KaBOOM! flywheel turn. We worked with the media to get 
the word out about the Play Deficit and how it’s harming our children. Our efforts to map the state 
of play received the attention of First Lady Michelle Obama. Our KaBOOM!-led and Do-It-Yourself 
playground build programs are stronger than ever, with thousands of communities following our 
lead because they believe in the importance of play. Our advocacy efforts saw a surge in grassroots 
support, with parents across the country working to return recess to schools, or blog and write op-
eds about the importance of play. We launched our National Partner program and several of our 
top contributors dedicated even more of their precious resources to help us save play. Around the 
flywheel goes, further, faster.

The flywheel is turning quickly as you read this note, but in true KaBOOM! fashion we want to make 
sure we take time to “name names, and give credit where credit is due.” So, although it feels like this 
year and last are a blur of activity, this annual report will serve as a snapshot, capturing 2010 and 
freezing it for a moment, so we can share it with the rest of you who weren’t here for all the fun. 
We hope you’ll take a couple minutes to read through it and let us know what you think. But for now, 
we have to go. The flywheel has started spinning and we don’t want to miss a minute of the action.
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For an organization to 
achieve true greatness, 

its successes must 
inspire others to 
support its cause.

- Jim Collins
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Centers for disease Control 

and prevention reported 
that only 

1 out of 5 
children in the united 
states lives within a 
half-mile of a park or 

playground.
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plAy deFiCiT
is hARMing OuR

ChildRen

hOw The 
The plAy

undeRsTAnding

deFiCiT

Physical Harm
According to researchers from the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services, in neighborhoods without a park 
or playground, the incidence of childhood 
obesity increases 29%. In fact, children 
with a park or playground within a half-
mile are five times more likely to be a 
healthy weight than children without 
playgrounds or parks nearby.

Intellectual Harm
Research comparing students who 
continued to attend play-based 
kindergartens to students who attended 
more “academically” focused schools 
found that by age 10, play-enriched 
children performed better in reading 
and mathematics, were better adjusted 
socially and emotionally, and excelled in 
creativity and oral expression. 

Social Harm
Children who don’t play don’t learn 
how to work in groups, share, negotiate, 
resolve conflicts, and advocate for 
themselves. In a long-term study 
comparing groups of students who got a 
chance to play during the school day and 
those that didn’t, children deprived of 
play had increased problems with social 
integration, including greater likelihood of 
felony arrests by young adulthood.

Emotional Harm
Studies have shown that schools without 
recess face increased incidence in 
classroom behavioral problems, including 
violence and emotional outbursts, and 
their students show a lack of ability to 
interact with peers and authority figures. 

kaboom.org

This startling lack of places to play is 
coupled with social and cultural factors 
that have removed time to play from 
our children’s lives. When not in school, 
children engage in seven hours and 38 
minutes of recreational media usage each 
day. More and more parents everywhere 
keep their children indoors out of concern 
for their safety. Even well-meaning 
parents, looking to give their children the 
best of everything, drive their kids from 
adult-supervised lessons to adult-coached 
games. The result is a radical loss of time 
spent playing.

This Play Deficit exists because there are 
far too few places to play, and children 
are not given enough time to play. The 
Play Deficit is an important problem, and 
it is imperative that we solve it to ensure 
our children have long, healthy, and 
happy lives. 

Like many non-profits, KaBOOM! exists 
to solve a problem: the Play Deficit. 
Our children are playing less than any 
previous generation and this lack of 
play is causing them profound physical, 
intellectual, social, and emotional harm. 

The Stanford University School of 
Medicine reports that children today 
spend less time playing outdoors than 
any previous generation. Broadly 
speaking, this is because there are far too 
few places to play, and children are not 
given enough time to play.
 
In April 2010, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention reported that 
only one out of five children in the United 
States lives within a half-mile of a park 
or playground, and the availability of 
places to play looms far worse in low-
income neighborhoods. Although it might 
seem self-evident, numerous scientific 
studies prove the obvious: children are 
more likely to play outside and be more 
physically active when they live near a 
place to play.

5
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10,345
people “fanned” their 
playspace in 2010

86,626
entries on the 
Map of play

visits to the Map of play
520,667sTATs

2010

in order to address the 
play deficit rationally and 
effectively, we must first 
know which communities 
have a place to play and 
which do not.

Five years ago, to help 
show people the national 
state of play, we created 
the KaBOOM! Map of play. 
This free online tool started 
out as a user-generated 
database of playgrounds 
across the country. 

MApping

kaboom.org 7
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The los Angeles unified 
school district does not know 
how many of their elementary 
schools have playgrounds.

kaboom.org

OF plAy
The sTATe 

MApping
stead Park 
17th and P street, Garden City, Ks

In 2010, as part of our mission to end the Play Deficit, KaBOOM! re-built the Map of Play, 
adding functionality so that users could better engage with their communities in support 
of local playgrounds. Now, in addition to adding and rating a new place to play, users can 
become a “fan” of a particular playground and organize meet-ups there. These new tools 
allow playground fans to schedule regular play dates, organize park clean-ups, and plan 
special events, all of which get kids outside playing more and increase a community’s 
“ownership” of a particular place to play. 

play and playgrounds a priority as part of 
her national Let’s Move! campaign, which 
aims to eliminate childhood obesity. 

For this initiative, Mrs. Obama brought 
together leaders from non-profits and 
businesses with governmental, medical, 
and educational institutions to change 
both what children eat and what they do. 
KaBOOM! helped advise the First Lady’s 
office on the importance of unstructured 
play in keeping children healthy. 

At the launch, Mrs. Obama highlighted the 
work of KaBOOM! Playful City USA Mayor 
Chip Johnson from Hernando, Miss. Later 
in the year, on a national tour promoting 
Let’s Move!, the First Lady visited Pecan 
Park Elementary in Jackson, Miss., where 
a KaBOOM!-led playground build sparked 
a community-wide dedication to physical 
activity. 

The Play Desert Map
For the past five years, users have been 
adding information to the KaBOOM! Map 
of Play to help us understand which 
communities have a place to play. Using this 
data, and combining it with other studies 
and research, KaBOOM! also is producing a 
“Play Desert” map. Once parents and civic 
leaders can see the scope of the problem, 
they work hard to implement solutions, 
such as the KaBOOM! community-build 
model to build playgrounds or the joint-
use agreements that open up existing 
recreation facilities to the public.

Joint-Use Agreements
Many low-income neighborhoods already 
have playgrounds, but often they’re locked-
up, inaccessible to the public. To solve 
the Play Deficit in these neighborhoods, 
KaBOOM! promotes joint-use agreements. 
These agreements allow public and private 
institutions to open existing playgrounds 
to the public, in exchange for financial 
support to cover increased maintenance and 
liability issues. This quick and inexpensive 
way to increase playground access is a 
KaBOOM! best practice popularized by our 
Playful City USA program.

The First Lady—A Powerful Ally
In February, KaBOOM! picked up a powerful 
ally in the fight against the Play Deficit 
when First Lady Michelle Obama made 

9
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sTATs
2010

Our focus on bringing the 
community together to build a 
playground helps us achieve a 
number of different goals. 

Our KaBOOM!-led all-
volunteer, done-in-a-day 
playground builds give 
struggling communities a 
much-needed win. Our online 
do-it-yourself tools turn 
ordinary people into leaders, 
and turn neighborhoods into 
true communities.

Building

181
KaBOOM!-led 
builds

1,942
do-it-yourself 
builds

1,061,500
Kids who got a great 
place to play

kaboom.org 11
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1,942 communities used 
KaBOOM! do-it-yourself 
tools to plan and execute 
playground projects on 

their own.
1,900th Build
On October 30, KaBOOM! had the honor 
of leading its 1,900th playground build.  
Pacific Dental and 300 volunteers came 
together to help provide a great place to 
play for the children at Colette’s Children’s 
Home in Placentia, Calif., a transitional 
home for at-risk women and children. 

Alumni Network
Work doesn’t end the day after the 
playground build. As soon as the concrete 
cures, members of the playground planning 
committee join the KaBOOM! Alumni 
Network to help their community take on 
new projects and initiatives. These leaders 
get special opportunities to network, 
attend KaBOOM! events and training 
opportunities, and receive grants.

Make a Difference Day 
On October 23, Make a Difference Day, 
more than 500 volunteers from the White 
House, the Corporation for National and 
Community Service, KaBOOM! National 
Partners, and USA Weekend joined 
KaBOOM! and the John S. and James L. 
Knight Foundation to build a playground 
in just six hours along with the parents, 
staff, and students of Hyde Leadership 
Public Charter School in Washington, D.C. 
While all KaBOOM! volunteers give back to 
the community on build day, this build day 
attracted several D.C. residents who have 
spent their whole lives serving the public, 
including White House Cabinet Members 
Ray LaHood, Arne Duncan, Shaun Donovan, 
and Tom Vilsack.

Builds
KaBOOM!-led

KaBOOM! first started taking on the Play Deficit one empty lot at a time, with our hallmark 
volunteer, done-in-a-day playground builds that unite communities around a common cause: 
the health and well-being of children. These playground builds not only give deserving 
communities a much-needed win, but they allow us to connect with the parents on the 
frontlines of this fight and the children most likely to suffer because they don’t have a place 
to play. Communities come together to build a playground and stay together to use it and 
take care of it. The space they create becomes a valued gathering place for both children and 
adults. Through the KaBOOM! community-build process, people see firsthand that if they get 
involved, their neighborhoods can be healthy, nurturing places, where children are happily 
playing together outside. 

kaboom.org

plAygROund
dO-iT-yOuRselF

Builds
In addition to the playgrounds we build 
ourselves, more than 1,900 communities 
used the KaBOOM! Do-It-Yourself 
tools to plan and execute playground 
projects on their own. Users of our Do-
It-Yourself tools come to kaboom.org 
from diverse geographic, economic, and 
cultural backgrounds. Our easy-to-use 
tools help DIYers organize projects, find 
the right equipment and funding, recruit 
volunteers, update funders, and stay on 
schedule. These tools are invaluable to 
new playground builders, who have never 
completed a playground project before. The 
project page on kaboom.org serves as the 
team’s virtual workspace, where members 
can discuss the project, archive files, and 
post project updates to communicate with 
volunteers.

kaboom.org 13
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Online TOOls
dO-iT-yOuRselF

On kaboom.org, you can: 

Nobody can build a playground 
alone. You need individuals 
dedicated to managing each aspect 
of the planning process, including 
fundraising, volunteer recruitment, 
and food donations. Our KaBOOM! 
Do-It-Yourself tools help you and 
your project leaders build a strong 
team early on.

Spark and empower new initiatives 
for your project. Share files with 
your planning committee and check 
out what other groups are doing.

designATe And 
eMpOweR TeAM 
leAdeRs

AsK FOR help 

leARn FROM The 
expeRTs

shARe ideAs, 
piCTuRes, And 
Files

heROes
dO-iT-yOuRselF

Angela Wendel and Nicole Allfrey 
In partnership with the local community, 
Angela Wendel and Nicole Allfrey built a 
playground at the Good Hope Orphanage 
and School in Ngusero Sombetini, a rural 
Tanzanian village. In addition to installing 
a swing-set and a jungle gym, the project 
included an electricity-producing merry-go-
round that was built with local materials.  
This innovative piece of playground 
equipment provided a means for children 
to work on homework after hours. 

Lia Glover
In Port Williams, Nova Scotia, Lia Glover 
was loading her children into a van to drive 
to another town to play when it hit her: 
“We should have our own playground!” She 
invited interested residents to her house 
to talk about creating a playspace for 
all community members to enjoy. During 
one of their first fundraisers, more than 
100 people packed a local pub to raise 
$20,000 in a matter of hours. Community 
members worked side-by-side to build the 
playground, and now the whole town has a 
centrally-located outdoor gathering space 
for all to enjoy.

M.J. Lundy Elementary PTA
M.J. Lundy Elementary was built without 
a playground structure for students in 2nd 
through 5th grades, so parents decided 
to take matters into their own hands. 
They started by registering their project 
on kaboom.org and creating a one-minute 
video to enter into our Promote Your Project 
Video Contest. Their entry was selected as 
one of 10 finalists, earning them a $5,000 
equipment grant. After successfully 
fundraising an additional $45,000, the 
Lundy PTA took our community-building 
model to heart and recruited over 200 
volunteers to help build the playground. 

Now, over 600 students have a place to play 
during recess and after school. The project, 
which was completed on January 29th, 
was featured in the El Paso Times and on a 
local news channel, but most importantly it 
speaks to the power of what a community 
can accomplish when community members 
are motivated, organized, and tenacious.

There is a play deficit in this 
country and it’s harming 

our children. KaBOOM! is saving 
play by ensuring there is a great 

place to play within walking 
distance of every child.

Looking for ideas? We have compiled 
14 years worth of playground-
building expertise and placed it all 
at the click of your mouse. Need a 
little training? Join one of our many 
live webinars and learn how to make 
the case for the importance of play, 
how to write effective grants, and 
even how to work with the media. 
And if you can’t join us live, you can 
always take one of our on-demand 
webinars where playground experts 
demonstrate everything from bench-
building to “greening” the build day 
and the space.

Our dedicated DIY Community 
Coordinator is always available to 
provide help and advice, and as 
a member of our DIY community, 
you can reach out to other Do-It-
Yourself project leaders just like you. 
Once you’ve built your playground, 
you can become a source of expert 
advice to others who want to follow 
your lead.

photo credit: creatingpartnerships.org
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plAygROund
iMAginATiOn

Imagination PlaygroundTM is a breakthrough playspace concept conceived and designed by 
architect David Rockwell to encourage child-directed, unstructured, free play. With a focus on 
loose parts, Imagination Playground offers a changing array of elements that allows children 
to constantly reconfigure their environment and to design their own course of play. Giant 
foam blocks, mats, wagons, fabric, and crates overflow with creative potential for children to 
play, dream, build, and explore endless possibilities.

In 2010, we really saw Imagination Playground take off and start to change the play game. 
Imagination Playground helps develop a child’s imaginative and creative skills, and also 
allows KaBOOM! to bring innovative new equipment into places that either could not afford 
or were not suited for a traditional installed playground.

Now, in addition to including them as add-ons to our existing playground builds, KaBOOM! 
offers Imagination Playground equipment systems through grant awards from our Funding 
Partners.

Then, in June, we worked with our Funding 
Partners, Foresters and Parents magazine, 
to provide three deserving communities 
with Imagination Playground equipment 
systems.

The Ultimate Block Party

In October, New York City’s Central Park 
was turned into a huge playdate, with 
more than 60,000 people converging 
for the Ultimate Block Party. More than 
30 interactive activities showed the 
importance of play to parents. Imagination 
Playground equipment was also on hand 
so that kids could test-drive the most 
innovative play equipment on the block…
the blocks themselves.

Grand Opening at Burling Slip
In July, the first Imagination Playground 
ParkTM opened in New York City. At this 
new, sensory-rich playspace, children 
have the opportunity to play with sand, 
water, and the signature blue blocks, while 
Imagination Playground Play Associates 
ensure that every child has as much fun 
as possible, without getting hurt.

Everyone Wins
As part of an Earth Day partnership with 
Underwriters Laboratories (UL), we hosted 
a national contest in which communities 
could win one of four Imagination 
Playground in a BoxTM systems. 

155+ play Associates 
trained

As of 2010, our imagination 
playground team had:

imagination playground 
equipment systems placed150

states where 
imagination 
playground is 
played with by 
children of all ages

32

kaboom.org 17
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sTATs
2010

kaboom.orgkaboom.org

in addition to mapping the 
state of play and building 
playgrounds to fight the play 
deficit, KaBOOM! advocates 
for play on the municipal and 
individual level. For a top-down 
approach, KaBOOM! works with 
local municipalities to create 
an environment that supports 
child’s play. 

As a grassroots approach, 
KaBOOM! provides individuals 
with research, trainings, and 
community-building tools 
online. As a result of our efforts, 
KaBOOM! now has a group of 
passionate supporters for the 
cause that advocate for play 
across the nation.

Community leaders 
trained online

9,800 
1,618

play days that took 
place across the country 

118
playful City usA 
communities honored

AdvOCATing

19
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CiTy usA
COMMuniTies

2010 plAyFul

kaboom.org

playful City usA 
communities

Ankeny, Iowa
Atlanta, Ga.
Chandler, Ariz.
Creedmoor, N.C.
Dothan, Ala.
Gilbert, Ariz.
Greenbelt, Md.
Kenner, La.
Kerman, Calif.
Lake Worth, Fla.
Longview, Wash.
New Roads, La.
Norfolk, Va.
Phoenix, Ariz.
San Francisco, Calif.
Shirley, Mass.
Spartanburg, S.C.
Tucson, Ariz.
Yuma, Ariz.

Allentown, Pa.
Annapolis, Md.
Auburn, Wash.
Baldwin Park, Calif.
Bismarck, N.D.
Casa Grande, Ariz.
Columbia, Ill.
Columbus, Ohio
Commerce City, Colo.
Coral Gables, Fla.
Durham, N.C.
Euless, Texas
Evans, Colo.
Fishers, Ind.
Greensboro, N.C.
Greenville, N.C.
Hamilton, N.J.
Hilo, Hawaii
Indianapolis, Ind.
Killeen, Texas
Laramie, Wyo.
Las Cruces, N.M.
Laurel, Md.
Mesa, Ariz.
Miami Lakes, Fla.
Missoula, Mont.
New Port Richey, Fla.
Niagara Falls, N.Y.
St. Paul, Minn.
San Antonio, Texas
Sanford, N.C.
Takoma Park, Md.
Tempe, Ariz.
Thornton, Colo.
Wichita, Kan.

Albany, Ga.
Albemarle, N.C.
Bel Aire, Kan.
Bethlehem, Pa.
Chevy Chase, Md.
College Park, Ga.
Davenport, Iowa
Derby, Kan.
Doral, Fla.
East Point, Ga.
Fort Wayne, Ind.
Fountain Hills, Ariz.
Franklin, Ind.
Horn Lake, Miss.
Juneau, Alaska
Kenmore, Wash.
Lakewood, Calif.
Lauderhill, Fla.
Miami Gardens, Fla.
Mount Juliet, Tenn.
Newport, R.I.
North Port, Fla.
Oak Park Heights, Minn.
Oldsmar, Fla.
Ottawa, Kan.
Palmetto Bay, Fla.
Redwood City, Calif.
Richmond Hill, Ga.
Rock Hill, S.C.
Rowlett, Texas
Savannah, Ga.
Scranton, Pa.
Sunrise, Fla.
Tamarac, Fla.
Tupelo, Miss.

Arlington, Texas
Bloomington, Ind.
Brentwood, Calif.
Cerritos, Calif.
Coolidge, Ariz.
Danville, Va.
DeRidder, La.
Encinitas, Calif.
Grand Prairie, Texas
Green River, Wyo.
Henderson, Nevada
Hernando, Miss.
La Mesa, Calif.
Lauderdale Lakes, Fla.
Mercer Island, Wash.
Murray, Ky.
Nampa, Idaho
New York City, N.Y.
Northglenn, Colo.
Orlando, Fla.
Palm Bay, Fla.
Parkland, Fla.
Riverside, Calif.
Safety Harbor, Fla.
St. Petersburg, Fla.
Springdale, Ark.
West Palm Beach, Fla.
York, Pa.
Yorkville, Ill.

Four-time Two-time One-timeThree-time
hOnORees hOnORees hOnOReeshOnORees

pROgRAM
plAyFul CiTy usA

As part of our top-down approach to 
advocacy, the KaBOOM! Playful City USA 
program has continued to grow and gain 
influence. Now in its fourth year, the 
program honored 118 cities and towns 
across the country for their efforts, despite 
difficult budgetary decisions and park 

and recreation department funding at its 
lowest levels in decades. Playful City USA 
communities make a commitment to play 
and physical activity by developing unique 
local action plans to increase the quantity 
and quality of play.

2010 playful City usA
superstars include: 

Offers the Positive Lunch 
Activities for Youth (P.L.A.Y.) 
program to 6th through 8th 
grade students who no longer 
have access to play equipment.

CAsA gRAnde, ARiz. 

Uses a community-build process for 
all playground construction, which 
builds community cohesion and 
spirit, but also saves 20-25% on 
overall cost.

dOThAn, AlA. 

Increased quantity of playspaces 
by developing joint-use agreements 
with the local school district to open 
school recreation facilities to the 
public during non-school hours.

ORlAndO, FlA.

Created Traveling Playgroups to 
meet and provide residents with 
recreational information at different 
facilities throughout the city, while 
collecting citizen feedback on 
improvement needs.

TAKOMA pARK, Md. 

118
21
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plAy dAy
2010 KaBOOM!

From September 18th–26th, communities 
across the country kicked off our second 
annual Play Day program. Presented by 
Mott’s, the KaBOOM! Play Day program 
encouraged communities to come together 
for fun activities and to improve local 
parks and playgrounds. It might look like 
simple fun and games, but a Play Day 
is an important way for communities to 

begin advocating and taking action for the 
importance of play in their children’s lives.

Thanks to the ongoing philanthropic 
support of the John S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation, as well as NFL PLAY 60, 
KaBOOM! was able to offer an online Play 
Day Planner, which enabled communities 
to self-organize and recruit volunteers.

This unique Play Day centered 
on fun with a theme of farming. 
Every game had a “horse” twist 
to it, such as relay races with 
stick horses, horseshoe toss, 
Horsey Simon Says, and a hay 
bale maze, along with many 
other activities.

COMe plAy The 
hORses wAy, 
CAsTAliA, n.C.

This Play Day was both lean and 
green because it included a Health 
Fair to combat childhood obesity. The 
organizers used recycled materials 
to keep games eco-friendly. Kids 
painted and raced cardboard box 
cars, and used paper plates along 
with a giant tarp to create a life-
size Scrabble board.

nOChe de 
diveRCión, 
dAllAs, TexAs

Participants at this Play Day improved 
a Peace Garden and reviewed plans 
for a new tree house project. The 
kids pitched in to pull out weeds 
and plant, and took breaks for some 
much-needed nature play.

yAChATs 
COMMuniTy plAy 
dAy, yAChATs, ORe.
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AdvOCATes
2010 plAy
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KaBOOM! then lifted Meg Rosker up for a 
profile in The New York Times. She even 
started her own blog on the importance 
of play!

Liza Sullivan, Free Play Advocate
Liza Sullivan started advocating for play 
after participating in our Park-a-Day 
Challenge, to visit one park a day for 50 
days during the summer. 

After watching her twins play and learn all 
summer, she decided to continue visiting 
parks and playgrounds for the rest of the 
year instead of sending them to preschool. 
She has since become an advocate for 
children’s right to free play, taking our 
online trainings, writing a letter to the 
editor of the Chicago Tribune, presenting 
at the U.S. Coalition for Play conference, 
attending New York City’s Ultimate Block 
Party, and starting plans for an Ultimate 
Block Party in her hometown of Chicago.

Wanda Cheeks, Creating Playful Cities
When Wanda Cheeks was 12 years old, 
she was brutally attacked in Spartanburg, 
South Carolina’s Irwin Park, an incident 
that haunted her for years. Almost 30 
years after that attack, Wanda wanted to 
do something positive for Irwin Park and 
decided to build a playground. 

Using the KaBOOM! Do-It-Yourself tools, 
she came up with a plan and raised enough 
money to build a playground. In July of 
2006, she led more than 200 volunteers to 
build a beautiful new playground. Wanda 
also ensured that Spartanburg received the 
Playful City USA recognition. She recently 
spearheaded construction for a second 
playground project.

Meg Rosker, Saving Recess
Meg Rosker came to KaBOOM! for help 
when she discovered that her kindergarten-
aged son wasn’t receiving recess. Although 
KaBOOM! provided Meg with convincing 
data and research on the importance of play 
to use during her school’s board meeting, 
her case fell on deaf ears. Educators in 
the area were convinced that providing 
recess would take away from academic 
achievement, regardless of the numerous 
studies that prove otherwise. 

To reach a larger audience, KaBOOM! 
helped Meg Rosker publish opinion pieces 
in Tampa Bay newspapers and in the St. 
Petersburg Times. 
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pARTneRs
nATiOnAl

In 2010, KaBOOM! created the KaBOOM! National Partner program, a new designation to honor 
some of our most generous Funding Partners. Our National Partner program is open to Funding 
Partners who support KaBOOM! programs in addition to building playgrounds. By becoming a 
KaBOOM! National Partner, major companies can have both the local impact of a KaBOOM!-led 
build and a nation-wide impact on the health and well-being of children and communities. KaBOOM! 
National Partners also participate in the annual Corporate Advisory Council meeting, where they 
give mission-critical input on KaBOOM! programs and goals. Within the KaBOOM! National Partner 
program, there is also the Leadership Circle, in which members have provided long-term guidance 
and support for the organization.

After leading 10 successful playground builds together in 2010, Dr Pepper 
Snapple Group’s Mott’s brand was the primary sponsor of the KaBOOM! 
Play Day program, which inspired 1,618 communities to host Play Day 
events nationwide. Dr Pepper Snapple Group became a Founding Member 
of the Leadership Circle in the National Partner program and announced 
its Let’s Play initiative, a community partnership to get kids and families 
active nationwide. The first Let’s Play initiative is a $15 million, three 
year commitment to KaBOOM! to help build or fix up 2,000 playgrounds 
by the end of 2013, benefiting an estimated five million children across 
North America. Let’s Play is part of Dr Pepper Snapple Group’s corporate 
philanthropy program, ACTION Nation, an effort to promote fit and active 
lifestyles.

MetLife Foundation began its partnership with KaBOOM! in 2008 and 
has provided over $895,000 to build fun and safe places for kids to 
play. In 2010, MetLife Foundation became a National Partner and 
during a Thanksgiving charitable event, occurring at a New York Giants 
and Jets football game, pledged an additional $100,000 to KaBOOM!. 
Together, MetLife Foundation and KaBOOM! are helping to build healthy 
communities for kids of all ages.

Since 2007, KaBOOM! has built playgrounds in partnership with iconic 
Kraft Foods brands such as Kool-Aid and Oscar Mayer Lunchables. In 
2010, Kraft Foods Foundation joined our National Partner program to 
expand our strong existing relationship and built 13 playgrounds during 
its Delicious Difference Week, a week dedicated to service across the 
globe. In eight states, employee volunteers worked alongside community 
members to build playgrounds offering children and families fun places 
for healthy activity.

25kaboom.org 25kaboom.org 25kaboom.org

The tools, resources, and programs we bring 
to thousands of communities would not be 

possible without the generous support of our 
national partners.
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The Home Depot 

In 2010, the conclusion of our 15-year 
partnership, 4,293 associates of The Home 
Depot worked side-by-side with community 
volunteers and built 34 great new places 
to play, which benefit more than 19,000 
children annually in the United States and 
Mexico. These done-in-a-day playground 
projects each brought together hundreds 
of associates, vendor partners, parents, 
and community members for inspirational 
events that transformed each community. 

Foresters 

Foresters, a life insurance provider 
committed to the well-being of families, 
has been instrumental in helping KaBOOM! 
impact the Play Deficit. Foresters began 
funding KaBOOM!-led builds in 2006 
as part of our effort to rebuild the Gulf 
after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. They 
believe that family well-being is supported 
by having great neighborhood places to 
play. By 2010, Foresters had funded 32 
KaBOOM! playground projects and had 
moved thousands of their members to 

action in support of building community 
playgrounds. Over their 15-year lifespan, 
these playgrounds will provide more than 
400,000 children and their families with 
the opportunity to spend quality time 
together. Since the end of 2010, Foresters 
has become one of the Founding Members of 
the Leadership Circle within the KaBOOM! 
National Partner program.  

JetBlue 

The kids aren’t the only ones allowed to 
have fun! Over the last five years, JetBlue 
crewmembers built nine playgrounds 
for children across the JetBlue network. 
In 2010, our friends at JetBlue hosted 
their second annual “Swing for Good Golf 
Classic” at Bethpage State Park, where 264 
golfers helped raise more than $150,000 
for KaBOOM!. JetBlue also conducted an 
online auction, Bid for Good, providing 
customers the chance to bid on special 
getaway packages while raising money for 
KaBOOM!. 
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UnitedHealthcare 

Although UnitedHealthcare was a first-
time partner in 2010, they started with 
a bang, building four playgrounds with 
KaBOOM!. Through partnerships with the 
Entertainment Industry Foundation and 
the New England Patriots, celebrities like 
rap artist Ludacris, actors from the Twilight 
Eclipse movie, and NFL star players joined 
UnitedHealthcare employees (including 
Medicare & Retirement CEO Tom Paul), 
and community members in Atlanta, Los 
Angeles, Minneapolis, and Waltham, Mass., 
for four amazing Build Days.

Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield of Illinois

In their second year of supporting 
KaBOOM! via their Healthy Kids, Healthy 
Families Initiative, Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield of Illinois teamed up with KaBOOM! 
to build eight playgrounds, this year, 
bringing their total to 11 playgrounds in 
two years. This partnership gave Illinois 
children great places to be physically active 
while involving communities in promoting 
children’s health.

PNC Foundation

In 2010, KaBOOM! built four playgrounds 
with the PNC Foundation, which receives its 
principal funding from The PNC Financial 
Services Group, Inc. The playground 
projects, which also included Imagination 
Playground in a Box sets, were funded as 
part of PNC Foundation’s signature cause, 
Grow Up Great. This initiative prepares 
children from birth to age five for school 
and life by enhancing early childhood 
education and school readiness. 

In 2010, KaBOOM! teamed with the John 
S. and James L. Knight Foundation to 
build 13 playgrounds across the U.S., an 
investment of over $1.4 million. These 
new playgrounds, all of which included 
an Imagination Playground in a Box, have 
gone on to serve thousands of children 
who previously did not have playground 
equipment. 

27kaboom.org
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John S. and James L. 
Knight Foundation
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ThAnK yOu!
2010 plAygROund Build pARTneRs 2010 philAnThROpiC pARTneRs

We acknowledge the following organizations that have made substantial investments in 
KaBOOM! to help build great new places to play across the country. 

We acknowledge the following individuals, families, foundations, and companies who have 
made substantial investments in KaBOOM! and the cause of play, helping us to map, build, 
and advocate for great places to play across the country.

$50,000 and Above
Dr Pepper Snapple Group
Foresters
Google, Inc. Charitable Giving Fund of  
 Tides Foundation
JetBlue Airways
John S. and James L. Knight 
 Foundation
Kool-Aid
Kraft Foods Foundation
The Kresge Foundation
MetLife Foundation
NFL PLAY 60
The Home Depot Foundation
Underwriters Laboratories 

$1,000 and Above
Cynthia & John Adkins
Anonymous (4)
Michele & Pat Atkins
Stephanie & Ronald Attman
Bank of America
Daniel H. Becker
Belda Family Foundation
Debbie & Bruce Bowman
Tony Bucci
The Case Foundation
City Bridge Foundation
Albert G. Clay Family Foundation
Susan Comfort
Rob DeMartini
Rich Devaney
Timothy Fesenmyer & Elisabeth Costa
Helen Forde Gander & Mary A. Baldwin   

Charitable Trust 
Jo & Tim Gilmore
Jonathan Greenblatt

Darell Hammond & Kate Becker
Marian & Andy Harrs
Eirene & Brian Heidelberger
Rebecca & Pete Helme
Mark & Jill Henderson
The Henry Foundation
Nancy & Jim Hunn
Hunt Alternatives Fund
Martin Johnson
Ellen & Rick Kelson
Kudzu
Gerry & Nancy Megas
Dena Mendelson
The Nardelli Family Foundation
Norcross Wildlife Foundation
Fran & Bill Novelli
Dena & Maureen O’Connor
Pearl Family Foundation
Linda & Lee Prout
The Grace Jones Richardson Trust
Kimberley Rudd
George Sherman 
William Sizeler
Jill & Andy Stefanovich
Stronge Family Foundation
Syfy
Dr. Carolyn J. Tabak 
Cheryl & Julius Walls 
Margaret Wolff
World Adult Kickball Association

In-Kind Contributions
CNA Foundation
Discovery Health 
Playworld Systems, Inc.
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

1st and 10 Foundation
24 Hour Fitness
American Academy of Orthopedic 

Surgeons*
Albertsons Sav-on Pharmacy
Amgen Foundation
Amway
Baltimore Ravens
Bank of America (Tampa)
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 

North Carolina
City of Grand Rapids
Cleveland Browns Foundation
Clarian Health
Delta Health Alliance
Discover Financial Services*
DJR Foundation and the Cahn Family
Dr Pepper Snapple Group*
Dustin and Nicole Brown 

and Los Angeles Kings
Foresters*
Georgia Pacific Professional
The Harris Corporation
Holder Construction Company
The Home Depot Canada Foundation
The Home Depot Foundation*
Indianapolis Colts, National Starch, Lucas  

Oil and Unique Home Solutions
ING DIRECT
Irwin Industrial Tool Company
JetBlue Airways
Junior League of Des Moines
Kaiser Permanente
Kimberly-Clark/Huggies*

John S. and James L. Knight    
 Foundation*

Kool-Aid*
Kraft Foods Foundation*
MetLife Foundation
Minnesota Vikings
NBA Cares*
NFL PLAY 60
Northwestern Mutual
Orlando Magic
P&G Gillette
Pacific Dental Services
PECO an Exelon Company
Pennsylvania League of Cities 
 and Municipalities
PNC Foundation
Radio Flyer
Reedy Industries, Inc.
SAP America
SAP America and Adobe Systems
Starbucks Foundation
State Farm Bayou Classic
Surgical Care Affiliates
Tampa Bay Rays
The Toro Company and the Minnesota
 Vikings 
Unilever
UnitedHealthcare
UnitedHealthcare and New England  

Patriots Charitable Foundation
Underwriters Laboratories 
The W. K. Kellogg Foundation
Warner Music Group
The J. Willard and Alice S. Marriott   

Foundation
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*These organizations have given more than $1 million in 
support to KaBOOM! over the years, and we thank them for 
their on-going support.
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diReCTORs 
2010 BOARd OF 

Ms. Michele Atkins
Interim President and CEO
Heritage Community Initiatives
Board Member since 2007
(second) Term expires in 2012

Mr. Tony Bucci
Chairman and CEO
MARC
Board Member since 2008
(first) Term expires in 2010

Mr. Michael Deich
Director of Policy and 
Government Affairs
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
Board Member since 2010
(first) Term expires in 2013

Mr. Robert DeMartini
Chief Executive Officer
New Balance Athletic Shoes
Board Member since 2008
(first) Term expires in 2010
Vice Chair

Mr. Richard Devaney
Chief Investment Officer
Crossbeam Capital
Board Member since 2009
(first) Term expires in 2011

Mr. Timothy M. Fesenmyer
Counsel
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Board Member since 2010
(first) Term expires in 2013

Mr. Jonathan Greenblatt
Faculty Member
UCLA Anderson School of
Management
Board Member since 2009
(first) Term expires in 2011

Mr. Darell Hammond 
Chief Executive Officer
KaBOOM!
Ex-Officio Member of the 
Board of Directors
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sTAFF 
(in order of tenure)

2010 KaBOOM!
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Natalie Proffit
Tim Williamson
Mike Vietti
Ann Weeby
Ericka Bolinger
Ellen Murphy
Zoe Paglee
Allie Taylor
Judy Lem
Meredith Darche
Adam Arata
Thor Jensen
Annie Lynsen
Nancy Rothgerber
Chad Jones
Emily Hummel
Ariel Fortune
Danielle Marshall
Peyton Hutchins
Emily Belyea
Kiva Wilson
Sam DeNafo
Michael Dunn
Tia Hodges
Kathy Huston
Kerryn Kent
Danielle Trezek
Katie Morgan
Cassie Haslett
Kara Hoffman
Lana Kovnot
Kate Lysaught
Mike Cooper
Scott Jones
Tiffany Jacob
Kathryn Lusk
Leah Judge
Kenny Altenburg
Laura Martini
Pamela Rockland
Kevin Skolnik
Laurence Hooper
Scott Anderson
Lauren Townsend
Brianna Reeb
Sara Jaffe
Erin Hamilton
Brittany Short

Elliot Laster
Shira Jacobson
Nate Rosenthal
Javier Gomez
Kerala Taylor
Betsy Haibel
Jeannette Fournier
Jorge Contreras
Michael Hammerstrom
MJ Kurs-Lasky
Allie Farrington
Evan Mynatt
Rie Ma
Mila Liachenko
Amy Dickinson
Lexi Paza
Jessica Perlmutter
Holly Richardson
Alanna Copenhaver
Karen Duncan
Anna Morozovsky
Lindsay Luthe
Unique Bexley
Susan Comfort
Matt Lucas
Nancy McLaughlin

Darell Hammond
Melanie Barnes
Carrie Leovy
Kate Becker
Kisha Thompson
Sarah Pinsky
Richelle Adams
Erica Liberman
Frank Zhu
Tiffiney Carney
Helen Zimmerman
Jen DeMelo
David Flanigan
Bridget Hankin
Roopal Saran
Laura Toscano
Nora Donaldson
Desiree Hill
Carrie Ellis
Lisa Palmer
Alejandro Cardemil
Caleb Marshall
Ben Duda
Amanda Bernard
Bruce Bowman

Jane Flake
Bruce Townsend
Gerry Megas
Carrie Fuller
Jim Hunn
Alison Risso
Jason Cooper
Lian Mah

Mr. Andrew Harrs
Regional Industry Leader
Technology Media & 
Telecommunications
Deloitte & Touche
Board Member since 2006
(second) Term expires in 2012
Treasurer and Past Co-Chair

Mr. Richard Kelson
Chairman and CEO
ServCo, LLC
Board Member since 2008
(first) Term expires in 2010
Chair

Mr. Bill Novelli
Distinguished Professor of the Practice
Georgetown University 
McDonough School of Business
Board Member since 2010
(first) Term expires in 2013

Ms. Kimberley Rudd
Franchisee
Curves International Inc.
Board Member since 2007
(second) Term expires in 2012
Secretary

Mr. George Sherman
Senior Vice President, Services Capabilities
Best Buy
Board Member since 2007
(first) Term expires 2010

Mr. Andy Stefanovich
Chief Curator and Provocateur
Prophet
Board Member since 2010
(first) Term expires in 2013

Mr. Julius Walls, Jr.
Chief of Staff
Greater Centennial AME 
Zion Church
Board Member since 2007
(second) Term expires in 2012



KaBOOM! meets all 20 of the BBB Wise Giving Alliance’s standards for Charity Accountability.

Current Liabilities

     Accounts payable and accrued expenses $1,350,087  $1,038,849 

     Deferred revenue 1,869,643  3,762,953 

     Deferred rent 68,565  89,662 

     Obligations under capital lease 9,360  18,494 

          Total Liabilities 3,297,655  4,909,958 

Net Assets

     Unrestricted

          Undesignated 2,086,521  1,658,954 

          Board designated for operations 4,500,000  4,500,000 

               Total Net Assets - Unrestricted 6,586,521  6,158,954 

                         Total Liabilities and Net 
                         Assets

$9,884,176  $11,068,912 

AsseTs
Current Assets

     Cash and cash equivalents $2,837,313  $4,319,993

     Contributions receivable 418,340  231,827 

     Accounts receivable 748,405  509,853

Investments 5,058,274 4,984,663

     Prepaid expenses 112,713  109,690 

     Other assets 104,773  119,628 

          Total Current Assets 9,279,818  10,275,654 

Property and equipment, net 377,674 523,284 

Intangibles, net 226,684  269,974 

                         Total Assets $9,884,176  $11,068,912 

liABiliTies And neT AsseTs

sTATeMenTs OF FinAnCiAl pOsiTiOn 
december 31, 2010 and 2009

2010
unrestricted

2009
unrestricted

Revenue: 

    Grants and Contributions $19,182,569   $19,115,505  

    In-Kind Contributions 2,187,839   2,124,824  

 Investment and Interest   
 Income

88,624 38,816

    Other Income 34,493   1,720  

           Total revenue 21,493,525   21,280,865  

Expenses:

    Programs 18,068,026   17,838,854  

    Development 1,859,737   1,947,073  

    Management and General 1,138,195   1,228,247  

           Total expenses 21,065,958   21,014,174  

Change in Net Assets: 427,567   266,691  

NET ASSETS— 
Beginning of year

6,158,954   5,892,263  

NET ASSETS— 
End of year

$6,586,521   $6,158,954  

sTATeMenTs OF ACTiviTies 
years ended december 31, 2010 and 2009
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FinAnCiAls FinAnCiAls
2010 KaBOOM! 2010 KaBOOM!
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2010
Cash Flows from Operating Activities: 

  Change in net assets $427,567  $266,691 

  Adjustments to reconcile change in net assets to net cash

  provided by operating activities:

    Depreciation & amortization 301,381  301,220 

    Loss on disposal of fixed assets and intangibles -  48,875 

    Changes in assets & liabilities: (30,674)  15,342 

    (Increase) / Decrease in:

      Contributions Receivable (186,513)  11,231 

      Accounts Receivable (238,552)  211,359 

      Prepaid Expenses (3,023)  18,825 

      Other Assets 14,855  47,905 

    Increase / (Decrease) in:

      Accounts Payable & Accrued Expenses 311,238  (556,880)

      Deferred Revenue (1,893,310)  (1,994,157)

      Deferred Rent (21,097)  (21,097)

           Net Cash Provided by Operating Activities (1,318,128)  (1,650,686)

Cash Flows Used in Investing Activities:

  Purchases of property & equipment (12,108)  (4,430)

  Payments for intangibles (100,374)  (231,693)

  Purchase of investments (42,936)  (5,000,005)

           Net Cash Used in Investing Activities (155,418)  (5,236,128)

Cash Flows Provided by / (Used In) Financing Activities

  Principal payments under capital lease obligations (9,134)  (9,748)

NET INCREASE (DECREASE) IN CASH AND 

  CASH EQUIVALENTS (1,482,680)  (6,896,562)

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS—Beginning of year 4,319,993  11,216,555 

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS—End of year $2,837,313  $4,319,993 

Supplemental disclosure of cash flow information

     Cash payments for interest $1,163  $1,821 

2009

2009 
Total

2010 
TotalKaBOOM!-led 

Builds

Development

Construction  $8,708,331  $              -   $8,708,331  $             -                  $               -   $8,708,331  $7,707,271 

Employee Expenses  2,891,416  1,680,085  4,571,501  1,170,289  742,509 6,484,299  6,622,993 

Grants Expense  234,598  -  234,598  -  - 234,598  124,560 

Professional Services  735,187  332,964  1,068,151  377,601  53,830 1,499,582  1,876,804 

Property & Mainte-
nance

 234,726  119,816  354,542  83,011  144,633 582,186  610,986 

Depreciation &  
Amortization

 68,522  168,182  236,704  23,649  41,028 301,381  301,220 

Bad Debts  16,940  -  16,940  -  - 16,940  5,100 

Reproduction & Delivery  43,891  25,375  69,266  27,711  8,986 105,963  195,941 

Information Technology  4,696  4,416  9,112  5,084  3,457 17,653  22,373 

Conferences  57,029  16,393  73,422  4,405  1,350 79,177  106,451 

Travel & Related  673,873  63,665  737,538  96,819  73,501 907,858  895,299 

Telecommunications  138,495  30,855  169,350  24,983  20,310 214,643  302,485 

Marketing  58,231  1,617,838  1,676,069  8,978  - 1,685,047  1,975,192 

Interest & Fees  2,669  1,544  4,213  1,121  1,953 7,287  7,876 

Office Supplies & Ex-
penses

 75,146  63,143  138,289  36,086  46,638  221,013  259,623 

           Total Expenses $13,943,750 $4,124,276 $18,068,026 $1,859,737 $1,138,195  21,065,958  

           
    2009 Totals

 
$12,796,546

 
$5,042,308 

 
$17,838,854 

 
$1,947,073  $1,228,247 $21,014,174

           2010 Percentage 77% 23% 86% 9% 5% 100%

           2009 Percentage 72% 28% 85% 9% 6% 100%

Management
& GeneralMass Action

Major Programs Program
Total

This information is from the KaBOOM! financial statements for the years ended 
Dec. 31, 2010 and 2009, audited by Lane & Company. Please visit our website, 
kaboom.org, for the full report.

STATEMENTS OF CASH FLOWS 
Years ended December 31, 2010 and 2009

SCHEDULE OF FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES
Year ended December 31, 2010 
(With Comparative Totals for 2009)
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