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Hello,
People love numbers. There’s a reason why the magazines at the check-out stands say in big bold type 
“5 Tips to Get Organized!” or “10 Steps to a New You!” But 2009 was a rough year for numbers. The 
Dow hit a 12 year low of 6547.05, and more than 15 million Americans were out of work. The nation 
then had to insure $700 billion dollars worth of “troubled assets” with TARP funds (for those of you 
who really like numbers, seven hundred billion dollars looks like this $700,000,000,000.00). The 
problem with these numbers is that they’re so big and far removed from the people and situations 
they’re supposed to represent, that they become meaningless. More than that, although people 
talk about them around the watercooler, numbers like these make people feel powerless, which 
is exactly the opposite of what this nation needs right now. We need thought leadership. We need 
to know what we can do, how we can change, who we can help. There are other sets of numbers 
that have come out this year, but these numbers are different. These are the numbers that folks at 
KaBOOM! worry about: 

  More than 16% of children and adolescents between the ages of two and 19 are obese, and 
31% are either overweight or at risk of becoming so. 

  Obesity and related illnesses consumed $147 billion in medical costs in 2008. 

  Kids, especially those in low-income communities are spending 40 hours a week with 
electronic media. 

  According to the KaBOOM! Playground Poll conducted by Harris Interactive, 82% of parents 
believe that children today do not spend enough time playing outside. 59% of them don’t 
have access to a community playground, and that number increases to 69% in low-income 
communities. 

  30% of third-graders had fewer than 15 minutes of recess a day. 

While these numbers are scary they help reveal the problem, and once we see the problem for what 
it is, we’re on our way to the solution. Now here are some great numbers. A study of 1,800 middle 
school students found that the more physical fitness tests children were able to pass, the better 
they performed on academic tests. A study in Pediatrics followed 11,000 children and found that 
kids who received at least 15 minutes of recess every day were better behaved in school. New York 
Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg sponsored an initiative to ensure that all New Yorkers live within a 10 
minute walk of a park or playground. In 2008, the House of Representatives passed the No Child 
Left Inside Act, with 293 votes for and 109 against and the act currently has 83 co-sponsors in the 
Senate. More than a third of the parents KaBOOM! surveyed were willing to take immediate action 
to increase time and space for play in their communities. 

Numbers like those are inspiring. They show us what we can do, and who we need to help. Now more 
than ever, in order to save our children from a lifetime of health, academic, and social issues, we 
need to save play. To do this, KaBOOM! is leading the way, helping people understand that kids who 
play more now will be healthier later on. Children will be able to relieve much of the stress they’re 
experiencing at home because of the economic downturn. And because children who play learn how 
to solve problems, they’ll do better professionally too. 

At KaBOOM!, we continue inspiring the country, communities and individuals to action, not in spite 
of the other problems the nation is facing, but because of them. Not every social ill can be fixed by 
saving play, but communities who work together to make sure that their kids have enough time 
and space to play every day will reap the benefits for generations to come. KaBOOM! is taking these 
numbers and rallying millions of people to create a national policy that protects a child’s right to at 
least 60 minutes of unstructured play every day. 

Throughout this report, there will be more numbers and facts that we love; numbers that empower 
people, numbers that show our strength, and numbers that show how many people are already 
answering the call to save play. This document also connects these numbers to the stories and the 
people and communities who made them real. Even those who can’t stand numbers can appreciate 
the amazing achievements of the individuals and communities KaBOOM! has empowered and 
inspired. 

If you’re reading this report, you’ve already taken the first step toward improving our children’s 
well being and saving play. Thank you so much for joining our efforts.

 
Yours in Play, 

Darell Hammond    Richard Kelson

CEO and Co-Founder    KaBOOM! Board Chair

2009 Annual Report
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4.5 million 
children 5-17 years 

of age have ever 
been diagnosed 

with ADHD.
Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention, Summary 
Health Statistics for U.S. 

Children: National Health 
Interview Survey, 2006

Only about 
one in five 

homes have 
parks within a 

half-mile.
Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, 
State Indicator Report on 

Physical Activity, 2010
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1,700th 

KaBOOM!-led playground build 
completed in Atlanta, Ga.

1,642 
Do-It-Yourself playground builds 

registered on kaboom.org 

1,254 
Play Days hosted around the world, 

and on all seven continents

162
KaBOOM!-led playgrounds built in the 

U.S., Canada and Puerto Rico 

93 
Communities received 

Playful City USA recognition 

27  
Playground grant awards completed
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Spotlight: 
Institute of Medicine

In 1996, KaBOOM! started with just two 
people going door-to-door in the southeast 
region of Washington, D.C. to build one 
playground. In 2009, we built the 1,700th 
KaBOOM!-led playground in much the same 
fashion, rallying one community around 
the need for one playground. 

As successful as our KaBOOM!-led 
playground builds are, we can never 
overcome the play deficit threatening our 
children’s health and well-being by building 
one playground at a time. That’s why three 
years ago we decided to increase the scale of 
our impact by providing thought-leadership 
on the importance of play with regard to 
the health and wellness of children and 
communities. To help our ideas spread 
and influence public policy, we launched 
the KaBOOM! National Campaign for Play, 
which engages elected officials across 
the country. This top-down approach has 
helped KaBOOM! generate 439 playground 
projects, far more than we could have ever 
led on our own. And by informing and 
empowering leaders across the nation to 
take action, we’re building an environment 
that can sustain our movement to save 
play.

Playful City USA
2009 was the third year of Playful City USA, 
a national recognition program honoring 
cities and towns that demonstrate creative 
commitments to the cause of play. Ninety 
three communities made the list in 2009.

The program was presented to policy 
makers across the nation at conferences 
hosted by the Department of Education, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
American Public Health Association, U.S. 

Conference of Mayors and Active Living 
Research. 

Continuing our partnership with the 
National League of Cities, KaBOOM! 
exhibited Playful City USA at the annual 
Congress of Cities and Exposition in San 
Antonio, Texas, where hundreds of mayors 
and city officials joined us for one of our 
signature playground builds, with funding 
support from Huggies Brand. 

S h o r t l y after we 
announced the 2009 
list of Playful City USA 
communities, government officials took 
unprecedented steps to share their pride 
with their constituents. Arlington, Texas, 
placed digital billboards along four major 
highways, the mayor of San Bernardino, 
Calif., wrote an op-ed column for the local 
paper, the mayor of Indianapolis held a 
press conference and others celebrated 
their Playful City USA status with custom 
street signs, web graphics and newsletter 
insertions. Hundreds of local newspapers 
across the country ran stories touting the 
program, the cause of play and their city’s 
plan to increase the quantity and quality 
of children’s play, as well as access to play 
spaces. 

KaBOOM! National 
Campaign for Play

The Institute of Medicine’s 2009 report Local 
Government Actions to Prevent Childhood 
Obesity advocates for playgrounds that are safe, 
interesting and located within walking distance, 
while specifically directing municipalities to 
take a leading role in implementation. The 
report also advocates that cities implement 
joint-use agreements to increase access 
to existing playgrounds, an innovative 
strategy adopted by Playful City USA 
communities Tucson, Ariz., and St. 
Petersburg, Fla.

Even though we are all 
facing difficult times with 
respect to the economy, 
play, parks and recreation 
and Playful City USA are 
bright spots that we can 
look to for inspiration.

Mayor Robert E. Walkup
Tucson, Ariz.

72% 
of parents believe 

that government 
officials should 
take additional 

steps to increase 
the number of 

outdoor play 
areas for children. 

KaBOOM!, Harris 
Interactive Poll, 2009
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Campaign for Play

MIssIssIPPI
Hernando

MOntAnA
Missoula

nevADA
Henderson

new JerseY
Hamilton

new MexICO
Las Cruces

new YOrK
New York City
Niagara Falls

nOrth 
CArOLInA
Creedmoor
Durham
Greensboro
Greenville
Sanford

nOrth 
DAKOtA
Bismarck

OhIO
Columbus
Findlay
Portsmouth

PennsYLvAnIA
Allentown
York 

sOuth 
CArOLInA
Spartanburg

texAs
Arlington
Corpus Christi
Euless
Grand Prairie
Killeen
San Antonio

vIrGInIA
Danville
Norfolk

wAshInGtOn
Auburn
Longview
Mercer Island

wYOMInG
Green River
Laramie

The future of our city 
depends on taking the 
appropriate action now. 
We must ensure that all 
New Yorkers live within a 
10-minute walk of a park 
or playground.

Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg
New York City, N.Y.

ALABAMA
Dothan
Huntsville

ArIzOnA
Casa Grande
Chandler
Coolidge
Gilbert
Mesa
Phoenix
Tempe
Tucson
Yuma

ArKAnsAs
Springdale

CALIfOrnIA
Baldwin Park
Brentwood
Cerritos
Encinitas
Kerman
La Mesa
Riverside
San Bernardino
San Francisco

COLOrADO
Commerce City
Evans
Northglenn
Thornton

fLOrIDA
Coral Gables
Delray Beach
Lake Worth
Lauderdale Lakes
Miami Lakes
New Port Richey
Orlando
Palm Bay
Parkland
Safety Harbor
St. Petersburg
West Palm Beach

GeOrGIA
Atlanta

hAwAII
Hilo
Honolulu

IDAhO
Nampa

ILLInOIs
Columbia
New Lenox
Yorkville

InDIAnA
Bloomington
Fishers
Indianapolis
Richmond

IOwA
Ankeny

KAnsAs
Wichita

KentuCKY
Murray

LOuIsIAnA
DeRidder
Kenner
Lake Charles
New Roads

MArYLAnD
Annapolis
Greenbelt
Laurel
Takoma Park

MAssAChussetts 
Shirley

MInnesOtA
Landfall
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93
Playful City usA

communities
in 2009

City publications from 
across the nation 
showcasing their Playful 
City USA status.

Cities become Playful 
City USA communities 

by meeting five 
commitments:

Create a local play 
commission or a task force 

Design an annual action 
plan for play

Conduct a play space audit 
of all publicly accessible 

play areas 

 Identify current spending 
on capital projects and 

maintenance of play spaces 

 Have the mayor proclaim 
and celebrate an annual 

“KaBOOM! Play Day” 



Ankeny, Iowa: 
Parks and Recreation Department 
After failing to pass a bond measure to build 
a sports complex, the Parks and Recreation 
Department engaged citizens in the planning 
process, and they responded in record 
numbers, which gave the Parks and Recreation 
Department the political capital to develop 
more places to play.

Baltimore, Maryland: 
Playworks Program 
Playworks sends coaches into low-income 
schools to facilitate play during recess and 
the rest of the school day. As a result of the 
program, schools are reporting improved 
classroom behavior. 

Boston, Massachusetts: 
Boston Schoolyard Initiative
With the leadership of Mayor Tom Menino, the 
Boston Schoolyard Initiative has transformed 
the outdoor physical space of more than 70 
Boston schoolyards into colorful and engaging 
outdoor classrooms and places to play. 

Boulder, Colorado: 
The Freiker Program 
Freiker (short for “frequent biker”) uses 
incentives and technology to increase the 
number of children regularly bicycling 
and walking to school. A solar-powered 
Freikometer counts bike trips and kids earn 
points to get prizes and recognition. 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa: 
The Switch Program
Switch What You Do, View and Chew aims to 
increase children’s physical activity (“Switch 
What You Do”), decrease their screen time 
(“Switch What You View”) and increase their 
fruit and vegetable consumption (“Switch 
What You Chew”). 

Denver, Colorado: 
Learning Landscapes
Learning Landscapes is a public-private 
partnership that creates nature-focused 
outdoor play spaces with volunteers at schools 
across Denver. These play spaces were opened 
to the community after school hours with 
age-appropriate climbing and play structures, 
artwork, gathering places, shade structures, 
and green areas. 

Greenbelt, Maryland: 
Joint-Use Agreements with 
Home Owners Associations 
In order to keep local home owner associations 
from removing playgrounds in an effort to 
avoid maintenance fees, the City of Greenbelt 
formed a public-private partnership and 

took over a percentage of the upkeep 
costs. In return, the home owner 
associations opened their play 
spaces to all citizens of Greenbelt.

New York City, New York: 
Streets as Places to Play 
Over the last few years, 
grassroots advocacy groups 
and community members 
have successfully increased 
street closures to host large community 
block parties. In urban areas, street closures 
are a cost-effective way to provide children 
with access to safe and open areas for play.

San Francisco, California: 
ParkScan and the Playground
Report Card
To improve transparency and accountability, 
the Neighborhood Parks Council developed 
ParkScan, a tool that allows residents to use 
the internet via their cell phones to document, 
report and track park maintenance issues. 

Seattle, Washington: 
High Point Housing Project 
The High Point Housing Project is a good 
example of a mixed-income planned 
community, specifically designed 
for healthy living. By engaging 
residents and collaborating with 
various agencies, the Housing 
Authority created a community 
with walking trails and safe play 
areas.

St. Petersburg, Florida: 
Play ‘N’ Close to Home 
St. Petersburg’s former Mayor Rick 
Baker developed the Play ‘N’ Close to 
Home initiative to build a playground 
within half a mile of every child in the city. 
Through joint-use agreements with the school 
district and community organizations, the city 
has significantly improved opportunities for 
play.

Tucson, Arizona: 
Joint-Use Agreements with Tucson 
Unified School District 
A joint-use agreement between the city and 
its largest school district meant that the city 
paid for the playgrounds’ safety upgrades 
and upkeep and the schools opened their 
playgrounds and athletic fields to the public 
on weekends, holidays, and during summer 
months.

Play Matters Report
To help promote every child’s right to play, KaBOOM! is influencing public policy 
by promoting playful practices that can be instituted across the nation! Using 
the innovative ideas from our Playful City USA honorees, KaBOOM! searched 
for communities that increased available play opportunities, improved kids’ 
playtime and increased access to safe play spaces. In October, we published 12 best 
practices in a Play Matters report. The programs chosen for inclusion in the report 
come from both urban and rural communities using both traditional and high-tech 
approaches. To be included, each program had to show results, a significant commitment to 
increasing play, and that it could be easily reproduced in other communities. By spotlighting 
the great work of these 12 programs, KaBOOM! has created policy recommendations that 
any local government can use to help its constituents become more playful. When we 
shared the Play Matters report with our friends at the National League of Cities’ annual 
conference, the response was overwhelming. Civic leaders from across the country were 
eager to learn how to make their communities happier, healthier and more livable through 
our playful policies.

Research and Training
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Free report 
with detailed case 

studies is available 
on kaboom.org

Best Practices

More than 31% of 
all children in the 

U.S. are obese or 
overweight. 

Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation, January 2010

http://www.kaboom.org/playmatters
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The KaBOOM! Playground Poll
A Snapshot of the Problem…and the Solution 
To gauge the state of play and the play space deficit, KaBOOM! commissioned Harris 
Interactive® to conduct an online poll of parents with children between the ages of 2 and 
12. The results we found were alarming, but not insurmountable. 

Research and Training

of parents say that outdoor 
play is important for keeping 
their children physically fit 96% 
of parents believe that 
children today do not spend 
enough time playing outside82%

of parents say that children 
should spend at least an hour 
a day playing outside 97% 

of parents report that their 
children don’t have access to 
a community playground59% 

8 in 10 
parents are willing to take 
action to increase outdoor 

play opportunities for 
children in their community

SAFE
LOCATION

was indicated by parents as 
the most important factor for 

outdoor public play spaces

replacing unsafe 
equipment

Cleaning up the 
facilities

Building a new 
facility

More than 50% of respondents 
believe that parents should 
take the following actions to 
get playgrounds built in their 
neighborhoods:

raise awareness 
of the need for 
playgrounds

Contact or gather 
support from elected 
officials

Gather support 
from other parents/
community members

step-by-step guide on 
how to organize a do-
it-yourself playground 
build (60%)

At least 60% of parents who 
were willing to take action 
in the next three months 
said that having these tools 
would be very helpful: 

Online map of play 
spaces in their 
communities (69%)

Online network of play 
advocates to provide 
support and answer 
questions (60%)

Play Facts

50%
of parents say that these 
actions would be helpful in 
increasing availability of 
outdoor play opportunities 
in their community: 

66% 60%
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KaBOOM! Play Days
During the last week of September, with 
financial help from Kool-Aid®, 1,254 
communities across the country and around 
the world hosted KaBOOM! Play Days.

At some Play Days, communities held 
tournaments and relay races, while 
others taught kids old-fashioned games 
and healthy eating tips and signed our 
KaBOOM! Save Play Beach Ball Petition. 
In addition to playing games, communities 
rolled up their sleeves and completed 
improvement projects to enhance their 
parks and playgrounds.

Several events across the nation got 
a visit from Kool-Aid® Man, and all 

KaBOOM! Play Day organizers received 
an array of helpful tools to make their 
events successful.

Grants
To celebrate the program’s success, 
KaBOOM! awarded $10,000 grants to 
two communities that made dramatic 
improvements to their playgrounds, and 
$1,000 grants to five that hosted the 
best Play Days, all thanks to the financial 
support of NFL PLAY 60.

Voting Contest
To help KaBOOM! and NFL PLAY 60 
select winners for the two $10,000 grants, 
KaBOOM! designed an online voting 
competition where visitors could 
vote for the best five Play Days 
pre-selected by Baltimore Ravens’ 
All-Pro Le’Ron McClain. 

Two small towns, Ontonagon, Mich., and 
Brusly, La., each with fewer than 2,000 
residents, managed to garner more than 
167,000 votes by activating their personal 
online networks to help them win the 
grants. Both towns conducted traditional 
and social media campaigns that engaged 
not only their communities, but their entire 
state to claim the top prize.

Activating Communities

In addition to influencing policy, KaBOOM! is using its community-build model to inspire 
communities to take action together and change the way individuals think about play. 
Healthy communities are places where kids go out and play, where they can safely ride 
their bikes, play tag and run around with their friends. To nurture these efforts, KaBOOM! 
empowers communities to come together to support the cause of play.

Ontonagon, Michigan
Ontonagon is a town on Michigan’s Upper Peninsula 
with less than 2,000 people. In 2009, the local paper 
mill and nursing home closed, sky-rocketing the 
town’s unemployment rate to 16.2% and sending residents 
elsewhere for work. The tough economic times forced the 
community to consolidate its elementary and middle schools 
into its high school, which had no playground. 

Brusly, Louisiana 
Brusly is right next door to Baton Rouge, La., 
and many of the residents work at The Dow 
Chemical Company in West Baton Rouge. 
More than half of the school’s students 
receive free or reduced price lunch. As 
the word got out, people from all over 
Louisiana got behind this little town. 

Spotlight: 
Play Day Grant Winners

Play is critical for the 
development of imagination 
and creative problem-
solving skills.

Time for Play, Every Day 
Alliance for Childhood

2009 Play Days
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Activating Communities

Play Days across 
the nation in 2009

1,254
registered Play Days

160
signed and returned 
Beach Ball Petitions

to save play

7

50

continents 
where Play 

Days took place

states hosted 
Play Days

197,000

318,000

votes cast for NFL 
PLAY 60 Grant 
Awards

approximate 
number of 
participants that 
attended Play Days

Each dot represents 
approximately 1 - 5 
Play Days.

2009 Play Days
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Nature Playground in Hawaii
In early June, KaBOOM! piloted a nature 
playground in Waialua, Hawaii, a town 
on the island of Oahu. With funding from 
local residents and the Omidyar Network, 
KaBOOM! worked with a local YMCA to 
design and build a playground unlike any 
other. 

The nature playground included a tree fort, 
a living maze, a butterfly and insect garden, 
a slide built into a hill, a jumping course 
created from recycled tires and invasive 
mangrove stumps, a boulder garden of 
climbable rocks and an amphitheatre built 
into a hillside. KaBOOM! also worked with 
the local community to ensure that the 
project reflected and celebrated Hawaiian 
culture. Local artists and craftspeople 
volunteered their time to install a “hale” 
(a traditional canoe house), Hawaiian 
artwork and engraved Hawaiian phrases 
on fixtures throughout the site. To top it 
all off, KaBOOM! added an Imagination 
Playground in a Box – an innovative way to 
get children excited about and even more 
engaged with nature. 

KaBOOM!-led Builds

At the core of what we do are our hallmark volunteer, done-in-a-day playground builds 
that unite communities around a common cause: the health and well-being of children. 
These playground builds are the seeds of our grassroots movement for the cause of play. 

Through our KaBOOM! community-build model, individuals come together to build 
a playground and stay together over time as a community to use it and take care of it. 
The space they create becomes a gathering place for both children and adults. They see 
firsthand that when they get involved, their neighborhood playground becomes a healthy, 
nurturing place, where children play together. Once residents see the transformation that 
takes place, they can’t imagine their neighborhood any other way.

We strive to improve with every build 
we do and in 2009, our efforts to 
reduce the environmental impact of our 
playground builds saw extraordinary 
results. As The Home Depot Foundation’s 
official sustainability partner, KaBOOM! 
pioneered enhancement projects such as 
butterfly and native plant gardens, rain 
water collection systems and colorful 
compost and recycling bins. We also 
conducted three green pilot projects, 
where we tested new equipment made 
from recycled materials, such as plastic 
milk jugs and steel products. 

We reduced the waste generated at 
our KaBOOM!-led builds by an average 
of 67% and developed innovative and 
environmentally-friendly ways to 
reuse or dispose of leftover paint, food 
packaging and other building materials. 

To spread the word about these practices 
and techniques, KaBOOM! and The Home 
Depot Foundation created a directory of 
environmentally-friendly practices that 
can be used in any service project. In 
the directory, we compiled tips on what 
to do with extra paint, how to choose the 
best lumber and building materials, how 
to handle food services, where leftover 
supplies can be donated, and what 
commonly used project supplies can 
and can’t be reused safely.  As a result, 
service organizations and companies 
across the country have the information 
and resources to make their efforts to 
give back even more environmentally 
responsible.  The Home Depot Foundation 
is now using the content as an integral 
part of the sustainability resources on its 
website. 

Highlights



NBC’s Parks & 
Recreation

First Lady Michelle Obama and California First Lady Maria Shriver
On an intergenerational KaBOOM! playground build sponsored by 
CaliforniaVolunteers, First Lady Michelle Obama volunteered alongside 
California First Lady Maria Shriver and hundreds of volunteers at the Bret 
Harte Elementary School in San Francisco. Mrs. Obama was in town for 
the 2009 National Conference on Volunteering and Service where she 
spoke about KaBOOM! and our mission to 4,500 attendees.
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KaBOOM!-led Builds

KaBOOM!’s vision of having 
community volunteers 
build playgrounds for kids 
within walking distance of their 
homes will not only help these 
children live healthier lives, but 
it is also a terrific example of 
this Administration’s belief that 
service has the power to transform 
individuals, communities and this 
country.

First Lady Michelle Obama, June 
22, 2009, KaBOOM!-led build in San 
Francisco, Calif.

When the Entertainment Industry Foundation encouraged 
its members to incorporate the idea of volunteerism into 
its television programs, NBC’s “Parks & Recreation” 
made a whole episode about a KaBOOM! build. 

The series is a mocumentary set in the fictional city of 
Pawnee, Ind., that follows the day-to-day struggles of 
the town’s Parks & Recreation Department head Leslie 
Knope (Saturday Night Live veteran Amy Poehler).

“Our show is about a woman trying to build a park,” 
said Executive Producer Michael Schur. “KaBOOM! is an 
organization that helps build playgrounds. So when we wanted 
to highlight a nonprofit organization, we naturally thought of 
‘Doctors Without Borders.’ Then someone pointed out that KaBOOM! 
was a better fit, so we went with them.” 

Highlights

Photographed by Peter Grigsby



Bringing Play to the Gulf Coast
KaBOOM! remains committed to renewal 
efforts in the Gulf Coast. In 2009, we 
completed our 129th playground build since 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. The most 
touching of these builds was in Terrytown, 
La., at Geraldine Boudreaux Elementary 
School, where 600 children had no place to 
play.

The build was funded by Linda and Lee 
Prout in memory of their late son, Jeff. 

Linda had previously volunteered on 27 
KaBOOM! playground builds, traveling 
across the region to get to every build she 

could. After their son’s death, Linda and 
Lee worked hard to raise the money to fund 
a new playground at Geraldine Boudreaux 
Elementary School, where Jeff had attended 
camp and spent days playing outside. After 
installing the equipment, Linda planted 
forget-me-nots and the children released 
butterflies to celebrate the completion of 
the playground.
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Linda Prout 
at a KaBOOM! 

Playground Build
in 2009

In partnership with SAP America, Inc. and the 
Jon Bon Jovi Soul Foundation, rockstar Jon 
Bon Jovi helped KaBOOM! build a playground 
at Rafael Cordero Molina Elementary School in 
Camden, N.J., the poorest city in the singer’s 
home state.

Little Red Wagon Foundation
At just 12 years old, Zach Bonner 
isn’t your normal community 
activist. He’s been campaigning to 
help distressed kids since 2004. In 
2009, he completed the My House 
to the White House Walk, from 
Tampa, Fla., to Washington, D.C. 
(approximately 817 miles) to help 
raise awareness about a Tampa 
Bay center for homeless children. 
Our friends at Bank of America took 
notice, and teamed up with Zach and more 
than 200 volunteers to build a brand new 
playground.

All-Star Playground
For the second year in a row, NBA Cares 
partnered with KaBOOM! to build a 
playground in conjunction with its NBA  
Cares All-Star Day of Service as a thank you 
gift to their 2009 All-Star Weekend host 
city, Phoenix, Ariz. NBA All-Stars Dwight 
Howard and Tim Duncan joined NBA 
Legends David Robinson and Bob Lanier 
and NBA Commissioner David Stern to 
provide thousands of children in Phoenix, 
Ariz. with a terrific 
place to play for 
years to 
come.

Play It Again!

KaBOOM!-led Builds
Highlights

89%
of pediatricians 

believe play 
helps keep kids 
from becoming 

overweight. 
KaBOOM!, Harris 

Interactive Poll, 2005
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7,335,000
sq ft of mulch spread on new 
playgrounds by volunteers

506 KaBOOM! Alumni joined the 
online networks of play advocates

2,445,116 
lbs of concrete mixed

297,089 volunteer 
hours 162 playground 

builds 40,880 
volunteers 

90,684 children 
served

84% 
of the children we 
served are eligible for 
free/reduced price 
lunches 

96% 
of Funding Partners said they 
would recommend KaBOOM! 
to another corporation or 
business

98% 
of Funders 
reported 
excellent 
experience

KaBOOM!-led Builds
2009 Fun Stats

I wanted to be here to get my 
hands dirty with everyone else, 
so I painted and put together a 
swing set. I’ve had a lot of fun 
today. The manual labor was the 
best part. It’s good to see a whole 
community come together and 
make kids happy.

As a child, I had a great place 
to play and that helped make 
me the person I am today. I’m 
all about giving back to my 
community and I see the same 
vision from KaBOOM!. Together, 
we’re providing children with the 
same opportunity I had when I 
was young and we’re making a 
difference in children’s lives.

I remember being here 
[Bellflower, Calif.] in December. 
It was a basketball court and 
nothing else. To see everything 
that’s been done is pretty 
amazing.

Antawn Jamison 
NBA All-Star, July 11, 
2009, KaBOOM!-led build 
in Charlotte, N.C.

LeAnn Rimes
October 7, 2009, KaBOOM!-led 
build in Murfreesboro, Tenn.

Dustin Brown 
NHL All-Star, March 11, 2009, 
KaBOOM!-led build in Bellflower, 
Calif.
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KaBOOM! Do-It-Yourself 
Project Planner

The KaBOOM! Do-It-Yourself Project 
Planner is a free online tool designed to 
walk communities step-by-step through 
the playground building process, from 
fundraising and volunteer recruitment to 
vendor selection and site preparation.
 
This past year, users experienced new 
functionality and added resources. It 
became easier to share files and videos 
and create project photo galleries. We also 
created a centralized area where project 
planners interact directly with KaBOOM! 
staff and other experienced playground 
builders.

KaBOOM! Playspace Finder
Another tool that KaBOOM! provides 
to activate communities around their 
places to play is the KaBOOM! Playspace 
Finder.  In 2009, users uploaded 74,759 
new entries across the nation, 
helping KaBOOM! further 
map the national state of 
play.  On a community level, 
these records help residents 
show the play deficit in their 
neighborhood, gain support for 
their particular playground, 
or solicit community help for 
improvement projects and 
activities.

At KaBOOM!, one of our favorite expressions is “it only takes a single spark to start a fire.” 
So while we work with hundreds of policy-makers, individuals and neighborhoods, we’re 
always keenly aware that everyone we talk to has the power to take the cause of play 
and spread the word to thousands more. When we connect with someone, we give them 
everything they might need to start that proverbial fire. Over the years, we’ve developed 
a system of tools and resources to keep our followers “fired up” to save play.

Our website is one of the first and best ways individuals can get a sense of who we are 
and what we do. We spent just $500 to launch kaboom.org back in 1998 and it’s how 

we’ve introduced ourselves to thousands of new people ever since. It houses everything 
we’ve learned over 14 years of building playgrounds, and we improve and update it daily 
with new information and capabilities to help individuals build more playgrounds, rally 
policy makers, find new playgrounds and save play. 

Creating Play in Russia
Alex Griffith was born in Children’s Hospital #20 in 

Krasnoyarsk, Russia. He was adopted by an American 
couple at an early age. When he turned 13, as part of 
working toward his Eagle Scout rank, Alex decided to build a 
playground at the hospital where he was adopted. 

With the help of tools available on kaboom.org, Alex’s 
Krasnoyarsk Playground Project gathered an extraordinary 
amount of support. Alex raised $62,856 to build a new 
playground where he was born and started two more projects, 
one at a tuberculosis hospital and one at a hospital for the 
mentally ill. At last count, 634 people contributed time, 
expertise, materials or money to the project, to help 435 
children at the hospital. Impressed by his work, KaBOOM! 
nominated Alex for the CNN Hero Award and CNN named 
him a 2009 Hero of the Week.

Do-It-Yourself Playgrounds 
from around the World

Activating Individuals
Online Tools

Visit us
online at: 

kaboom.org

Obesity related 
issues tallied 

$147 billion 

in medical 
costs in 2008. 

Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, July 2009

kaboom.org/playspacefinder

http://kaboom.org
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KaBOOM! Alumni Network Spotlight:

PRES
CRIP

TIONKaBO
OM!

Doctor’s Orders: 

Get Outside and Play

Presenter:  Lois Lee, MD, MPH

Date & Time: March 17, 2010  3 PM EDT

Join as Dr. Lois Lee, Director of the Emergency 

Department Injury Prevention Program at Children’s 

Hospital of Boston discusses the benefits of play. 

Dr. Lee is a graduate of the Harvard School of Public 

Health and the University of Pennsylvania School of 

Medicine. She will address the social, cognitive and 

emotional benefits associated with children’s play. 

Learn what recent research says about the interplay 

between play and children’s health and development, 

and participate in a Q&A session. 

SIGN UP FOR FREE: KABOOM.ORG/PLAYSCHOOL

Lack of play. 

March 17, 2010, 3 PM

AILMENT: 

DATE: 
JUMP REALLY HIGH

RUN AROUND

SWING

VISIT A PLAYGROUND OR A PARK

PLAY A GAME OF TAG

BUILD A NEW PLAYGROUND

TAKE A WEBINAR 

VISIT KABOOM.ORG

RAISE MONEY FOR PLAYx

FOR: Kids and Parents

FROM: 

Online Trainings
We expanded our online trainings to give our passionate play supporters instant access 
to the information they needed most. In 2009, we trained 6,338 people through live and 
on-demand class offerings. By the end of the year, we held 205 online trainings, produced 
three training videos, hosted 14 expert presenters and introduced video podcasts for 
advocates on the go. Trainings were categorized into five core areas.

Activating Individuals
Online Education

Building 
Play Spaces

foundational knowledge on project 
management, playspace design, 
fundraising, grant writing and best 
practices that are critical to the success of 
a play space project.

Hot Topics 
in Play

various topics from the latest research 
and best practices presented by experts 
in various fields of child development and 
play advocacy.

Imagination 
Playground

A series of trainings for individuals 
interested in becoming Play Associates 
and learning more about best uses of 
the new concept in play equipment – 
Imagination Playground. 

Promoting 
Play

sessions that prepare parents, educators 
and childcare professionals with the tools 
and knowledge to become champions and 
advocates of play.

Tools of the 
Trade

transforms participants into champions 
of play, through a series of trainings on 
free KaBOOM! tools like the Do-It-Yourself 
Project Planner, Play Day Planner, 
Playspace finder, road Map and toolkit. 

To further empower community 
members who were actively involved 
with KaBOOM!-led playground builds, 
we established the KaBOOM! Alumni 
Network. By the end of 2009, the 
network was 506 alumni strong. New 
members continue to join after every 
build. KaBOOM! alumni mentor other 
project leaders, volunteer their time 
at nearby builds and offer guidance 
and support to new project planners 
on kaboom.org. Their impact extends beyond playground 
builds as well. By nurturing and maintaining the contacts 
made during our community-build process, members of the 
KaBOOM! Alumni Network are living proof of the KaBOOM! 
Theory of Change: that we bring people together for a common 
cause and through the achievable win of a KaBOOM! build, inspire 
those communities to go on to tackle bigger issues.

Mayme Webb-Bledsoe is the Senior Neighborhood 
Coordinator at Duke University and a veteran of 
Durham Acts: Grassroots Engagement program. 
She first worked on a KaBOOM! build on February 
22, 2001 and since then has made an extraordinary 

impact in the communities she serves. Before 
the KaBOOM! playground was built, the 

six neighborhoods she worked with were 
in constant disagreement about what 
should be done to improve the area. 
By bringing the community together 
around a KaBOOM! build, Webb-Bledsoe 
fused these different groups into a 
cohesive and effective team and then led 

them to build 10 houses with Habitat for 
Humanity and renovate 400 properties. 

They’ve also started a ‘Quality of Life’ project 
that unifies the efforts of the six neighborhoods and 
tackles shared problems as a team. 

6,338
 Total online 

trainees!
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Geneva, Ohio 
Little Peoples Park’s mission was simple: 
update the 25-year old park with new 
playground equipment. After attending 
a KaBOOM! training session, the park’s 

director, Ms. Myke Anderson, 
received a Kool-Aid® grant to get 

her started. Using the tools on 
kaboom.org, Anderson organized 
her community around the 
project. She was able to get 
enough donations, funds and 
volunteers to make the project 
seem like light work. Teens who 

participated in the playground 
build are now planning to re-build 

the pavilion and tables and extend 
the park’s landscaping. A group of 

skateboarders are using the KaBOOM! 
community-build model to refurbish the 
skate park on the same property. Local 
parents are fundraising to add a sprinkle 
park to the facility. The once vacant park 
is bustling with families using the space for 
parties and picnics, something they never 
did before. Anderson’s lesson from all of 
this is, “If THEY build it, THEY will come.”

Laurel, Maryland 
With a $50,000 grant from KaBOOM! and 
Stonyfield Farms, the Laurel Elementary 
School in Maryland conducted their 
playground build in May of 2009. Eileen 
Collins, PTA President, recruited volunteers 
from the neighborhood and local churches 
to help with the playground’s construction. 
Since then, she has seen an increase not only 
in the number of parents volunteering at 
the school, but in individuals, even without 
children, volunteering in the classrooms 
and around the school facilities. Several 
of the church groups who came together 
at the build formed a group called “Side 
by Side” that offers parenting workshops 
and homework help. Other groups that 
helped build the playground also remained 
involved with the school, organizing food 
and toy drives for families in need. By 
involving the community in the process, 
Eileen made connections with people who 
continue to support the school. Later on in 
2009, Eileen celebrated the school’s new 
playground by hosting a KaBOOM! Play 
Day and Le’ Ron McClain of the Baltimore 
Ravens came by to join in the fun!

Activating Individuals
Grants

KaBOOM! springboards select playground projects to success by providing grant money 
that helps project planners get closer to reaching their fundraising goals. Not only does 
grant money help project planners on the way to their fundraising goals, but the investment 
of grant money shows other potential donors that the grantee has met high KaBOOM! 
standards. 

Winner Spotlight

More than 24% of U.S. 
children ages 2 to 5 are 
overweight or obese. 

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, 
December 2009

Eileen Collins and her son 
at their new playground in 
Laurel, Md. 



16

G
o 

to
 k

a
b

oo
m

.o
rg

connect.kaboom.org
In 2009, we enhanced our online 

social platform – Connect. This online 
tool  encourages participants to share 
information with each other, so that any 
community or individual can build a 
playground on their own. 

Registered users post images, blogs, 
questions, participate in discussions and 
form interest groups when they visit 
connect.kaboom.org.

Social Media
KaBOOM! is constantly looking for new 
ways to increase the numbers of engaged 
and informed play advocates. This past 
year, we’ve seen our followers on social 
media networks such as Twitter and 
Facebook increase exponentially.

7,014 
members of connect.kaboom.org

1,642
playground projects in the 
KaBOOM! Do-It-Yourself Planner 

762,309 
website visits 

74,759 
play spaces added to KaBOOM! 
Playspace finder

3,338 
comments shared from 
KaBOOM! Play Days

Activating Individuals
Online Stats

Visit: 
connect.

kaboom.org

Monthly unique visitors to kaboom.org

100,000

80,000

60,000

40,000

20,000

0

Jan feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug sep Oct nov Dec

2009

2008

(3-month rolling average, normalized)

http://connect.kaboom.org


G
o 

to
 k

a
b

oo
m

.o
rg

17

24 Hour Fitness 
In addition to building a playground in 
February, over 60,000 24 Hour Fitness 
members donated more than $140,000 
during their July giving campaign to help 
KaBOOM! provide kids with places to play. 
Additionally, 24 Hour Fitness installed an 
Imagination Playground in a Box in their 
new San Jose, Calif. fitness center to allow 
children to play in a fun and engaging way 
while their parents exercise at the club.

AAOS
The American Academy of Orthopaedic 
Surgeons (AAOS) kicked off its 76th 
annual meeting in Las Vegas by building 
a playground with KaBOOM!. The build 
marked the 10th consecutive year that 
AAOS and KaBOOM! created a fun, safe 
and accessible place to play for children 
in conjunction with the AAOS annual 
meeting.

CaliforniaVolunteers
CaliforniaVolunteers and First Lady 
Maria Shriver partnered with KaBOOM! 
for the third consecutive year to bring joy 
and smiles to children from Sacramento 
to San Bernardino. Seven playgrounds 
were built in honor of Cesar E. Chavez, 
including an intergenerational playground 
in San Francisco with the help of First Lady 
Michelle Obama.

Discover
Discover employees from the Marketing 
Department and Business Technology 
Department led two separate builds in 
the Chicago area on consecutive days in 
September. Nearly 600 employees donated 
their time to help Discover build its 14th 
and 15th playgrounds with KaBOOM!.

Foresters
As a part of their commitment to investing 
in strong families and communities, 
Foresters joined forces with KaBOOM! to 
engage their members in building eight 
incredible playgrounds. As a result of the 
partnership, over 1,500 volunteers came 
together to give more than 80,000 kids and 
their families a great place to play. 

The Home Depot Foundation
The Home Depot Foundation continued 
our partnership by engaging communities 
across the country in environmentally 
friendly projects. Team Depot associates 
partnered with KaBOOM! to build 65 
playgrounds across America. Those 
playgrounds were built by 9,265 associates, 
whose hard work and dedication will 
serve 56,925 children every year. The 
Home Depot Foundation also shared the 
KaBOOM!-led build experience with groups 
such as NASCAR and Major League Soccer 
and celebrities such as singer LeAnn 
Rimes.

H
elp

 SAVE PLAY     

 
 

 

Funding Partners
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British and 
American youth 

are the unhappiest 
children in the 

developed world, 
likely due to the 

decline in outdoor, 
unstructured play. 

The United Nations 
Children’s Fund, 2007
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The Home Depot Canada 
Foundation
The Home Depot Canada Foundation 
partnered with KaBOOM! to lead playground 
projects that modeled sustainable practices 
in Montreal, Toronto and Vancouver, 
providing great new places to play for 1,040 
children each year. 

Huggies® Brand 
Huggies® Brand revamped its Enjoy the 
Ride Rewards program to allow parents to 
donate their points to KaBOOM!. Huggies® 
Brand also built playgrounds in Tucson, 
Toronto and San Antonio and organized a 
celebrity shoe auction featuring custom 
shoes signed by celebrity parents, plus 
KaBOOM! All-Star Playmakers Antawn 
Jamison and Dustin Brown.

JetBlue Airways
To help support the KaBOOM! mission 
beyond builds, our friends at JetBlue held 
the “JetBlue Swing for Good Golf Classic” 
a  charity golf tournament.  More than 200 
participants from JetBlue partners and 
vendors joined JetBlue for 18 holes of fun 
competition, raising more than $65,000 for 
KaBOOM!.

John S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation
KaBOOM! received a $1.5 million grant from 
Knight Foundation as part of a two-year 
partnership to bring play to communities 
across the country. The program is set to 
start in 2010.

Kool-Aid®

In addition to supporting KaBOOM! Play 
Days, in 2009 Kool-Aid® funded two of our 
playground builds, bringing the partnership 
total to 25 playgrounds, four trainings and 
20 grants. The partnership has yielded 
great new places to play for 331,725 
children (over the lifetime of the playground).

Mutual of Omaha Foundation
Mutual of Omaha Foundation celebrated 
Mutual of Omaha’s 100th  Anniversary and 
kicked off 100 Days of Caring by funding 
seven playgrounds. Built by 631 Mutual of 
Omaha employees and 1,045 community 
volunteers, these playgrounds will serve 
3,350 kids each year.

MetLife Foundation
Our partner MetLife Foundation built three 
playgrounds in 2009, in Providence, R.I., 
Hartford, Conn., and Fort Worth, Texas. 
While most playgrounds discourage dogs, 
MetLife mascot Snoopy is always welcome 
at our builds.
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Funding Partners

The more physical 
fitness tests 

children are able 
to pass, the better 

they perform on 
academic tests.  

Pediatrics, January 2009
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Funding Partners

NBA Cares
For the second consecutive year, KaBOOM! 
and NBA Cares built a new playground in 
conjunction with the 2009 NBA Cares  All-
Star Day of Service. The NBA also continued 
to promote the cause of play by airing public 
service announcements during games 
through the 2009-2010 season. 

Nestlé USA
In addition to funding a playground, our 
friends at Nestlé USA ran the Nestlé Crunch 
“Cause for Play” program in 2009, which 
rallied its consumers around the cause of 
play, included a sweepstakes to award a 
playground grant and provided mission 
support for KaBOOM!. 

Omidyar Network 
As well as funding our pilot Nature Built 
playground, generous donations from 
the Omidyar Network allowed KaBOOM! 
to greatly enhance our online tools for 
playground builders across the country 
and around the globe. 

Stop & Shop/Giant Family 
Foundation
In 2009, 466 employees from the Stop & 
Shop Supermarket Company and Giant 
Landover worked with 530 local community 
volunteers to build four playgrounds that 
will serve more than 2,000 kids each year.

Youth between the 
ages of 8 and 18 

spend an average 
of 6.5 hours a day 

with electronic 
media – more than 

45 hours a week. 
Kaiser Family Foundation, 

2005 and 2006 

Thank You

24 Hour Fitness | Albertsons Sav-on Pharmacy | Amgen Foundation | Amway/Nutrilite | Antawn Jamison | Avon Products, Inc. | Baltimore 
Ravens | Bank of America | Bank of America Charitable Foundation | The Ben Gordon New Life Foundation at The Giving Back Fund | Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois | Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina | City of Cupertino and Rotary of Cupertino | CNA Foundation 
| The Chrysler Foundation | Dr Pepper Snapple Group | Eli Lilly and Company | F.I.S.H. Foundation, Inc. | Fairytale Brownies | Friends of 
Danneel, Inc. and the City of New Orleans | Gulf Coast Community Foundation | The Home Depot Canada Foundation | Indianapolis Colts, 
National Starch and Lucas Oil | ING DIRECT | The J. Willard and Alice S. Marriott Foundation | JCGC Foundation: A Donor Advised Fund of 
Waterstone | JetBlue Airways | Junior League of Birmingham | Junior League of New Orleans, Inc. |Kaiser Permanente | Los Angeles Kings 
| Maryland 4-H Foundation and Maryland Cooperative Extension-Baltimore City | MetLife Foundation | Minnesota Vikings | Mississippi 
Hurricane Recovery Fund | The National Academies | Nestlé USA | NFL PLAY 60 | Orlando Magic | Outcast Media | P&G Gillette | Peace 
For The Children Foundation of Donald and Lisa Pliner | Prout Family | Reedy Industries, Inc. | SAP America, Inc. and Adobe Systems | 
SAP America, Inc. and The Jon Bon Jovi Soul Foundation | Shaw’s Supermarkets | Skadden, Arps Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP | St. Louis 
Rams | State Farm Bayou Classic | Stop & Shop Family Foundation | Tampa Bay Rays | The Toro Company | The Walt Disney Company | 
Wasserman Foundation | Winston & Strawn, LLP
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Ms. Michele Atkins
President
Atkins 360, LLC

Mr. Tony Bucci
Chairman & CEO
MARC

Mr. Paul Carttar
Monitor Institute

Mr. Peter D’Amelio
Chief Operating Officer
Great American Restaurants

Mr. Robert DeMartini
Chief Executive Officer
New Balance Athletic Shoes
Vice Chair

Mr. Richard Devaney
Chief Investment Officer
Crossbeam Capital

Mr. Jonathan Greenblatt
UCLA Anderson School of Management

Mr. Darell Hammond
Chief Executive Officer
KaBOOM!
Ex-Officio Member of the Board of 
Directors

Mr. Andrew Harrs
Regional Industry Leader
Technology Media & Telecommunications
Deloitte & Touche
Treasurer and Past Co-Chair

Mr. Martin Johnson
Vice President,
Global Partnership Development
VISA

Mr. Richard Kelson
Operating Advisor
Pegasus Capital Advisors LP
Board Chair

Dr. Wendy Masi
Former Dean
Mailman Segal Institute

Ms. Kimberley Rudd
Franchisee
Curves International Inc.
Secretary

Mr. George Sherman
Senior Vice President
Services Capabilities
Best Buy

Mr. Julius Walls, Jr.
Chief of Staff
Greater Centennial AME Zion Church

Ms. Carolyn Williams Meza
Former CAO
United Way for Southeastern Michigan

KaBOOM! Staff 

Board of Directors &
KaBOOM! Staff

Adam Arata
Alejandro Cardemil
Alison Risso
Allison Taylor
Allison Goter
Amanda Bernard
Amy Lee
André Johnson
Ann Gaudard
Annie Lynsen
Ariel Fortune
Aron Michalski
Ben Duda
Beth Almirez
Betsy Haibel
Bing Wu
Bishara Addison
Brianna Reeb
Bridget Hankin
Brittany Short
Bruce Bowman
Bruce Townsend

Caleb Marshall
Carrie Ellis
Carrie Fuller
Carrie Leovy
Cassie Haslett
Chad Jones
Chrissy Lewis
Christine Jackson
Cynthia Nell
Danielle Marshall
Danielle Trezek
Darell Hammond
David Flanigan
Desiree Hill
Ellen Murphy
Elliot Laster
Emily Belyea
Emily Hummel
Erica Liberman
Ericka Bolinger
Erin Baker
Erin Hamilton

Frank Zhu
Gerry Megas
Heather Maldonado
Helen Zimmerman
Jane Wilson
Jason Cooper
Jen DeMelo
Jim Hunn
Joellyn Gilmore
Judy Lem
Justin Fitzgerald
Kara Hoffman
Kate Becker
Kate Lysaught
Kathy Huston
Kathryn Lusk
Katie Morgan
Keely Porter
Kenny Altenburg
Kerryn Kent
Kevin Skolnik
Kiva Wilson

Lakisha Thompson
Lana Kovnot
Laura Toscano
Laura Martini
Lauren Townsend
Laurence Hooper
Leah Judge
Lian Mah
Lisa Block
Lisa A. Palmer
Maria Durana
Matt Kaftor
Matthew Kurs-Lasky
Melanie Barnes
Melissa Thompson
Meredith Darche
Meredith McLean
Michael Dunn
Michael Cooper
Mickey Daguiso
Mike Vietti
Nancy Rothgerber

Natalie Proffit
Nicole Saini
Nora Donaldson
Pamela Rockland
Peyton Hutchins
Richelle Adams
Roopal Mehta Saran
Samantha DeNafo
Sara Jaffe
Sarah Pinsky
Scott Jones
Scott Anderson
Shira Jacobson
Stacey Steidler
Susan Spence
Thor Jensen
Tia Hodges
Tiffany Jacob
Tiffiney Carney
Tim Williamson
Zoë Paglee

More than half of 
parents say they’d 

be willing to help 
build new play-

grounds, fundraise 
for equipment, and 
encourage schools 
to open their play-

grounds during 
non-school hours. 

KaBOOM!, Harris 
Interactive Poll, 2009



2009 Financials

96% 
of parents said that 

playing outside 
was critical to keep 

kids physically 
fit, but only 17% 

thought children 
played enough 

outside. 
KaBOOM!, Harris 

Interactive Poll, 2009

Current Assets

     Cash and cash equivalents  $4,319,993  $11,216,555 

     Contributions receivable  231,827  243,058 

     Accounts receivable  509,853  721,212 

Investments 4,984,663 -

     Prepaid expenses  109,690  128,515 

     Other assets  119,628  167,533 

          Total Current Assets  10,275,654  12,476,873 

Property and equipment, net 523,284  689,187 

Intangibles, net  269,974  218,044 

                         Total Assets  $11,068,912  $13,384,104 

Current Liabilities

     Accounts payable and accrued expenses  $1,038,849  $1,595,730 

     Deferred revenue  3,762,953  5,757,110 

     Deferred rent  89,662  110,759 

     Obligations under capital lease  18,494  28,242 

          Total Liabilities  4,909,958  7,491,841 

net Assets

     Unrestricted

          Undesignated  1,658,954  1,392,263 

          Board designated for operations  4,500,000  4,500,000 

               Total Unrestricted  6,158,954  5,892,263 

     Temporarily Restricted  -  - 

               Total Net Assets  6,158,954  5,892,263 

                         Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $11,068,912  $13,384,104 

Assets

LiAbiLites And net Assets

2009

stAteMent OF FinAnCiAL POsitiOn 
december 31, 2009 and 2008

2008
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CFO of the Year!

This information is from the 
KaBOOM! financial statements for 
the years ended Dec. 31, 2009 and 

2008, audited by Lane & Company. 
Please visit our website, kaboom.org, 

for the full report.

KaBOOM! Chief Financial Officer Gerry Megas was honored 
by the washington Business Journal as the region’s Non-
Profit CFO of the Year in December 2009. Selected over stiff 
competition, Gerry’s contributions have led KaBOOM! to a 
more secure financial situation and increased our operating 
reserve by bringing in his experience from the for-profit 
sector as a CPA and CFO for U.S. Foodservice. 

Joining KaBOOM! in 2006, Gerry initiated a number of 
changes in accounting, budgeting and financial controls to 
ensure the ongoing stability of the organization, and almost 
doubling contributions to our net assets from $907,000 in 
2007 to $1.5 million in 2008. 

KaBOOM! receives Charity Navigator’s 4-Star rating for fundraising efficiency and 
meets the BBB Wise Giving Alliance’s standards for Charity Accountability.
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2009 Financials

This is more than a play space, this is a 
testament to the fact that Californians of any 
age can unite around the concept of play, serve 
their communities and create an inclusive 
environment that transcends age diversity. 
This trailblazing play space truly embraces 
the philosophy that playground lessons last a 
lifetime and we never outgrow play. 

California First Lady Maria Shriver, 
June 22, 2009, KaBOOM!-led build in 
San Francisco, Calif.

59% 
of parents report 

that their children 
don’t have access to 

a community play-
ground; in house-

holds with incomes 
under $50,000 

that number goes 
up to 69%.  

KaBOOM!, Harris 
Interactive Poll, 2009

revenue: 

    Grants & Contributions   $19,115,505    $                   -      $19,115,505    $24,505,543    $                    -      $24,505,543  

    In-Kind Contributions   2,124,824    -         2,124,824    1,056,941    -         1,056,941  

Investment Income (loss)   (11,785)   -         (11,785)   -         -         -       

    Interest Income   50,601    -         50,601    223,353    -         223,353  

    Other Income   1,720    -         1,720    340    -         340  

           Total revenue   21,280,865    -         21,280,865    25,786,177    -         25,786,177  

expenses:

    Programs   17,838,854    -         17,838,854    20,982,380    125,000    21,107,380  

    Development   1,947,073    -         1,947,073    1,722,021    -         1,722,021  

    Management & General   1,228,247    -         1,228,247    1,459,605    -         1,459,605  

           Total expense   21,014,174    -         21,014,174    24,164,006    125,000    24,289,006  

Change in net Assets:   266,691    -         266,691    1,622,171    (125,000)   1,497,171  

NET ASSETS— 
Beginning of year

  5,892,263    -         5,892,263    4,270,092    125,000    4,395,092  

NET ASSETS— 
End of year

  $6,158,954    $                   -      $6,158,954   $5,892,263    $                   -     $5,892,263  

stAteMent OF ACtiVities 
Years ended december 31, 2009 and 2008

             Unrestrictedtotals
2009 

totals 
2008 

temporarily
Restricted

temporarily
Restricted

Unrestricted 

This information is from the 
KaBOOM! financial statements for 
the years ended Dec. 31, 2009 and 

2008, audited by Lane & Company. 
Please visit our website, kaboom.org, 

for the full report.
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I would also add my sincerest thanks to KaBOOM!, 
The Home Depot and to the nearly 200 volunteers 
who transformed a empty piece of ground into 
a haven for children. This is one of the most 
memorable experiences of my career.  Check out 
the pictures on our website.  You will be more than 
impressed.  Again, thanks to all!

Daniel Lombardo, CEO of Volunteers of 
America-Delaware Valley 

Studies indicate 
that children with 

ADD and ADHD 
showed fewer 

symptoms after 
playing outside in 

“green” environ-
ments. 

Taylor, Kuo, & Sullivan, 2001 
and Kuo & Taylor, 2004

stAteMent OF CAsH FLOWs 
Years ended december 31, 2009 and 2008

Cash flows from Operating Activities: 

  Change in net assets  $266,691  $1,497,171 

  Adjustments to reconcile change in net assets to net cash

  provided by operating activities:

    Depreciation & amortization  301,220  338,143 

    Loss on disposal of fixed assets and intangibles  48,875  13,802 

    Changes in assets & liabilities:  15,342 

    (Increase) / Decrease in:

      Contributions Receivable  11,231  (75,565)

      Accounts Receivable  211,359  (216,746)

      Prepaid Expenses  18,825  (27,443)

      Other Assets  47,905  11,928 

    Increase / (Decrease) in:

      Accounts Payable & Accrued Expenses  (556,880)  388,171 

      Deferred Revenue  (1,994,157)  3,459,654 

      Deferred Rent  (21,097)  (21,096)

           Net Cash Provided by Operating Activities  (1,650,686)  5,368,019 

Cash flows used in Investing Activities:

  Purchases of property & equipment  (4,430)  (20,726)

  Payments for intangibles  (231,693)  (216,917)

  Purchase of investments  (5,000,005)   -       

           Net Cash Used in Investing Activities  (5,236,128)  (237,643)

Cash flows Provided by / (used In) financing Activities

  Principal payments under capital lease obligations  (9,748)  (8,609)

NET INCREASE (DECREASE) IN CASH AND 

  CASH EQUIVALENTS  (6,896,562)  5,121,767 

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS—Beginning of year  11,216,555  6,094,788 

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS—End of year  $4,319,993  $11,216,555 

      

Supplemental disclosure of cash flow information

     Cash payments for interest  $1,821  $2,466 

2009 2008

This information is from the 
KaBOOM! financial statements for 
the years ended Dec. 31, 2009 and 

2008, audited by Lane & Company. 
Please visit our website, kaboom.org, 

for the full report.



24

G
o 

to
 k

a
b

oo
m

.o
rg

2009 Financials

Thank you for all your help and direction.  I 
think the event was a success and a credit to the 
planning and prep work.  It is really great to see 
the metamorphosis of what was there when the 
site was identified and see what it has become.  
To see the children who will benefit from its 
creation was a moving and fulfilling experience.  
Keep up the great work.

Patrick J. Koreck , The Home Depot, 
District 147 

According to Last 
Child in the Woods, 

the space parents 
allow their chil-

dren to play  in 
unsupervised has 

shrunk by 90% 
since the 1970s. 

2008 
total

2009 
total

stAteMent OF FUnCtiOnAL exPenses 
Year ended december 31, 2009 
(with comparative totals for 2008)

KabOOM!-led 
builds

development

Construction  $7,707,271  $                      -  $7,707,271  $                         -  $                        -  $7,707,271  $10,663,039 

Employee Expenses  2,855,647  1,658,755  4,514,402  1,338,103  770,488  6,622,993  6,533,970 

Grants Expense  62,310  62,250  124,560  -  -  124,560  676,100 

Professional Services  631,530  893,157  1,524,687  285,024  67,093  1,876,804  1,688,611 

Property & Maintenance  233,037  162,057  395,094  81,561  134,331  610,986  553,893 

Depreciation &  
Amortization

 71,891  155,616  227,507  27,848  45,865  301,220  338,143 

Bad Debts  5,100  -  5,100  -  -  5,100  32,771 

Reproduction & Delivery  74,042  91,406  165,448  19,215  11,278  195,941  514,726 

Information Technology  5,413  6,037  11,450  8,088  2,835  22,373  56,931 

Conferences  50,372  46,719  97,091  6,928  2,432  106,451  340,958 

Travel & Related  598,957  63,616  662,573  108,619  124,107  895,299  1,298,210 

Telecommunications  216,684  46,066  262,750  23,896  15,839  302,485  270,124 

Marketing  193,268  1,770,936  1,964,204  10,988  -  1,975,192  1,024,082 

Interest & Fees  2,873  1,658  4,531  1,270  2,075  7,876  7,688 

Office Supplies & Expense  88,151  84,035  172,186  35,533  51,904  259,623  289,760 

           Total Expenses  $12,796,546  $5,042,308  $17,838,854  $1,947,073  $1,228,247  $21,014,174 

           
2008 Totals

 
$17,556,240 

 
$3,551,140 

 
$21,107,380 

 
$1,722,021 

 
$1,459,605 

 
$24,289,006 

           2009 Percentage 72% 28% 85% 9% 6% 100%

           2008 Percentage 83% 17% 87% 7% 6% 100%

Management
& GeneralMass Action

Major Programs Program
total

This information is from the 
KaBOOM! financial statements for 
the years ended Dec. 31, 2009 and 

2008, audited by Lane & Company. 
Please visit our website, kaboom.org, 

for the full report.
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culture and is key in ensuring that the 
organizational capacity and resources are 
in place to achieve our mission. 

In valuing the unique experiences and 
perspectives of our employees, supporting 
partners, and other stakeholders, KaBOOM! 
is committed to building and maintaining a 
more diverse organization. 

KaBOOM! strives to build an inclusive 
environment through a deliberate 
strategy.

KaBOOM! Inclusion Strategy Policy 
KaBOOM! recognizes the importance and 
value of having a diverse and inclusive 
community.

KaBOOM! is deliberate in developing and 
sustaining a culture that embraces all 
areas of diversity including, but not limited 
to, people of any: age, race, gender, sexual 
orientation, religion, creed, citizenship, 
political ideology, ethnicity, marital and/
or parental status, veteran status, and 
disability. 

KaBOOM! believes that an inclusive 
environment is an integral part of our 
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Inclusion Strategy

In 2009, KaBOOM! moved beyond just being an equal opportunity employer and created 
an organizational inclusion strategy. To develop and implement the strategy, we formed 
an Inclusion Task Force, which meets monthly to discuss how to best recruit, retain, and 
develop a diverse workforce, and how to ensure our inclusion practices are integrated into 
our business practices in a sustainable way. 

After reviewing the inclusion strategies of other organizations, the task force developed 
a statement and a strategy that would integrate diversity and inclusion into our 
organizational culture and core operating strategies.

4455 Connecticut Avenue NW  • Suite B100  • Washington, D.C. 20008 • 202-659-0215 • kaboom.org

Desiree Hill,  Accounts 
Payable, with her son at 
a KaBOOM! Play Day in 
Washington, D.C. 

Allie Taylor, Corporate 
Development, at a KaBOOM! 
Play Day in Washington, D.C. 

Adam Arata, Project 
Management, at a KaBOOM! 
playground build. 

The KaBOOM! lobby and 
reception area in the 
Washington, D.C. office. 

The KaBOOM! kitchen 
wall in the Washington, 
D.C. office. 

Carrie Williams and 
Melanie Barnes, Project 
Management, at a San 
Francisco playground build.
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